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Is Christmas Shopping 
A Chore? 


It's often difficult to find an appropriate gift. But, if you’re looking for 
a gift for a beekeeper friend, here are some gift ideas that should 
ring the bell. Some are necessities—some make beekeeping easier. 
Check this list for ideas: 


[| Lewis Beehives 

[| Dadant Foundation 

[| Extractors 

[| Bee Smokers 

[| Bee Books Note - Mister Seekeeper: 
L] Hive Tools Why not check what you 
[| Bee Veils would like for a gift? Maybe 
| | Bice Gloves the Mrs. will take the hint. 
[] Honey Tanks 

[| Uncapping Knives or Planes 

[| Honey Signs 

[| (You Name It) 


Your Lewis-Dadant Beeware Dealer will be happy to help you choose the right gift. He 
carries a good stock on hand. Write us if you don’t know his name. 


P.S. Hope YOUR Christmas is a merry one 
and YOUR New Year the best ever. 


G. B. Lewis Company 


Watertown, Wisconsin 


LEWIS-DADANT BRANCHES 


Stephenson Ave. at 14th St. 1010 W. Austin St. 
Lynchburg, Virginia Paris, Texas 


Colonie & Montgomery St: 92 Riverside Street 
Albany 1, New York Chillicothe, Ohio 


R 41, South 
Hat -a, Georgia 





NEWTON BEE CO. 


9119 Jefferson Hwy., Baton Rouge, La. 


SPECIALIZING in Dadant 
Starline queens, and old 
regular stock 


Same quality and serv- 

ed as in the past 

Reg. U.S. BEEWISE, and buy from 
Pat. Off. an experie enced breeder 





Mountain Breed 


Write for Prices. 


Nichols Apiaries 


Rt. 1, Box 387, Ashland, Ore. 


PACKAGE BEES FOR 1955 VS 
Truck loads a specialty. Nuclei made e 


to order. Caucasian and Italian 
queens. 


EUGENE WALKER loos 

se =) eee SC Business. - 
BEES and QUEENS 

Send for FREE Circulars 


Booking orders now. 
Over 30 years a shipper. 


Blue Bonnet Apiaries 7 Your Honey’s Good... 


Weslaco, Texas 

















—HONEY WANTED— 


CARLOADS AND LESS THAN CARLOADS y 
Send samples and quote best cosh price de = oney ars 


livered to us All grodes 


HONEY SALES COMPANY d 7 
1806-08 No. Washington Ave f Wi Se It. 


Minneapolis | esota 





FREE. 
A Sample Copy 


“Gleanings in Bee Culture” 


LOOK IT OVER 
YOU WILL LIKE IT 
A. I. ROOT CO., Medina, Ohio 











FOSTER APIARIES 
Italian 
Bees and Queens 


Colusa, Calif. 

















We are in the market for your beeswax. We accept any size 
PELE E EE EEE EEE EES " lots from one pound up. We will work 25 pounds or more of 
‘Merry Christmas PN your wax into bee comb foundation at a big cash saving to 

; 99 a you. Write for our wax working circular. On lots of “100 

to All | pounds or more of wax we pay the freight when it is sold to 


MITCHELL’S APIARIES} us for cash. If you need supplies other than comb founda- 


Box 391 Bunkie, La. tion, trade in your wax and we will give you a premium price 
Ye: . on trade basis. 
LERENRERE RENAE RENERENE RENE RENESS 





Write for Details. 


= Senet Sees — THE WALTER T. KELLEY CO. Clarkson, Ky. 


Combless Packages and Queens 
Three-banded Italians only. 
Write for Prices. 
REMEMBER—tThrifty Bees are oe ew we ee ee 


ws ronguans fom Use ABJ Ads — They Pay 


Breeders Since 
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We appreciate the opportunity the 


Holiday Season brings to say, “Thank 


You,” and wish you 
A 
= 


Merry 


Christmas 


Leahy Manufacturing Go. 


Box 3269 


Higginsville, Mo. 
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“His name shall be called Wonderful, 


a. 
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Counsellor, The Mighty God, 


The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace” 
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Isa. 9:6 


Ser er he 
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Christ’s coming fulfilled the above proph- 


esy. As we celebrate His birthday may we 
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realize the full meaning and keep it Holy. 
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Our entire personnel 
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Happy and Joyous Christmas. 
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ROSSMAN APIARIES 


P. O. Box 133 Moultrie, Ga. 
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Producer and shipper of Island Hybrid and 
Italian Queens and Package Bees. 
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OUR COVER PICTURE 


The Christmas scene this month is from J. C. Allen and Son, West 
Lafayette, Indiana. Scenes similar to this will be repeated at this season 
all over the country. The editors and staff of ABJ wish you a Happy 
Christmas and Joy in the New Year. We hope you have enjoyed reading 
the Journal as much as we have enjoyed putting it together, and that next 


year will prove even more interesting to you. 
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The Merriest Christmas 








YORK’S 


Quality Bred Bees and Queens 


Dadant’s Starline Hybrids 
York’s Italians 


and 
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The Happiest New Year 
Is 
Our Wish for You 
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The Strains that Leading 
Honey Producers Prefer. 


g, 


Also 


A Grateful Thank You 
for 


Your Patronage 


Whether your requirements are for one 
package or for a truckload, you will 
find our facilities among the best. With 
10,000 colonies to draw from and three 
package producing outfits, we can load 
average sized trucks in one day while 
maintaining parcel post and express 
schedules. 

We are now booking orders and making truck 


loading arrangements. Write us now for informa- 
tion on the 1955 season. 


YORK BEE COMPANY 


(The Universal Apiaries) 
Jesup, Georgia 


2b 2b Fh FE Fh Fe FR FES 


2b 26 F828 


{2 


5 26 
be be be be be Pe Pe Pe ee eed 33 Fe Se Fe Fe 


Z 


August Lotz Co. 


Manufacturers & Jobbers 
Bee Supplies 


Boyd, Wisconsin 
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“Bee Wise-Woodmanise Your Bee Supplies” 
A. G. Woodman Go, sere cor cataios—sso ristines) Grand Rapids 4, Mich. 











pecserereecece PELE PE AE FES FE ES 5 FR RS FS AS FE SS FS EE EE SE SE MES ERR BERR RRRRERRERRRBRBRBBR 
Sue Bee Says: 
Merry Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year. 
Send us a card and you will receive 


a nice gift pencil. 


Sioux Honey Association 


Rogers, Texas; Anaheim, Calif.; Lima, Ohio; 
Tacoma, Wash.; Sioux City, lowa 
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ae packet 


A way to MERCHANDISE end 
SELL MORE HONEY IN ‘54 


MAKE YOUR PACKAGE YOUR PREMIUM. 

MAKE YOUR PREMIUM YOUR PACKAGE 
Here's how you do it! 

PACK YOUR HONEY IN FEDERAL’S 

NO-DRIP SERVER 

COLORFUL PLASTIC TOPS ON 


EASY-TO-LABEL 1 LB. JARS No. 428D 


Attractive plastic tops in red, yellow Thtenod wi Maids in phase. 
and green make a colorful table serving. 1 dozen to shipper. 


REMEMBER! 70 merchandise and sell more honey in’54 
MAKE YOUR PACKAGE YOUR PREMIUM— 
MAKE YOUR PREMIUM YOUR PACKAGE! 
FEDERAL TOOL CORPORATION 
3600 W. Pratt Blvd., Chicago 45, Ill. 


Liner specifically designed 
for packing honey! 





THE LEAST EXPENSIVE COMBS YOU CAN GET — DADANT and SONS 


Combs from Dadant’s Crimp-wired Poundation have little non-profit space—no sageed areas; no Inc 
distorted cells; few drones. There will be very few combs to "Tecan. Each comb, with reason- . 
able care, will last almost as long as your beehive. So every comb have becomes a long-term 

investment. They start to save you money the moment the bees Lave built them. In the end 


they are the least expensive combs you can possibly get. Hamilton, Illinois 
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¢ CAUCASIANS ; Sincerest Greetings 
4 e 4 4 This is to thank our mar t nd f A 
S Thos. S. Davis 98 § §rmttoutte pasts = a iilaneitctiecass i 
y; 3129 Howe Avenue % B there is in Honey Be Dadant’s Starline Hybrid i GARON’'S Reg. US. 
% Sacramento, Calif. 3 @ Three-Banded Italia 27 y xperier Pat. Off i 
LXENNNAANANANANANANANANAVAVWN ‘i ‘Ct 2 T° is 
* % GARON BEE CO. Donaldsonville, La., U.S.A. * 
% GOOD ITALIANS % ee ee ee A 
2 $1.00 Each 2 s ‘ 
4 WHITE PINE BEE FARMS% Next Year Will Be the Big Year 
4% Box 800 Rockton, Penna. @ Beekeepers—-Check your supplies and stock up now so you can 
7 ces assemble them during the slack winter months and you will not be 
! Dovetailing Machine caught short when the honeyflow comes. 
Stop in and look over our stock of Lewis-Dadant bee supplies and 
For making beehives and supers. equipment. 
Special size for beekeeper's shop. 7 e ‘ * Umatilla 
ors — . - . : illa, 
aie ani dab Florida Honey Co-Operative, Inc. mata 
CARL E. JOHNSON co. ae “winnie Nene meme: 
1557 Gregory Avenue ; A 
Lincoln Park 25, Michigan % Beeswax Wanted! A 
inane . % We Need 50,000 Lbs. of Beeswax. ¥ 
r 4 ] 2 us stating ‘ ity < shi rhe ’ ave Ss. 
PACKAGE BEES v; Ww rite us ein Lagreenng and — wh ss you 7 to u ¢ 
“GULF BREEZE” QUEENS Z Ship direct—-No duty. Prompt cash payment. 3 
If you need from one to a truckload i) Canadian Price higher and Canadian money worth more. 4 
of packages, or any ber of queens 
during 1955, beak: Poulr ender Ww th — y W. A. Chrysler & Son y; 
Bessonet Bee Company 4 Chatham, Ontario, Canada Aj 
Donaldsonville, La. 4 ca 
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COLORADO HONEY 


AVAILABLE 


in Carloads or Less 
Samples, Grades and Prices Gladly Submitted 
Wire or Write 


Colorado Honey Administrative Committee 
1635 Blake Street, Denver, Colorado 


Our honey labels will tell your honey story, by word and 
picture to encourage sales. Our sample label catalog is yours 
for the asking. 


Each lebel in complete color and each one separate (an actu- 
al label) to put on your container to see how it looks. 
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SEASON'S GREETINC 8 


Another year passes off our stage of action. With its ups 

or downs, we should be better prepared to face the years 

ahead courageously. Bees have a way of making us look 

forward and upward, though we sometimes see dimly, we 

are taking our cue from them in making our plans to serve 

you better in 1955 than ever before. We want to thank our Pat. Off. 
many friends for the privilege we have enjoyed in serving you in our 
humble way through the years. In the Holiday Season may your joys 

¢ be full, and your hopes fulfilled. 


JENSEN’S APIARIES, Macon, Miss., U.S.A. 
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Merry Christmas x 
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and 
Happy New Year 


‘ DR. WILLIAMS APIARIES 
f 115 W. Sterling St. Baytown, Texas 


32 2 F8 Fe F 2 


33 Fe 





BRITISH BEE JOURNAL 
TouRNAL wy YHE Wonnp 


Subscription $4.50 per annum 
payable in advance 


R; up to Date in Beekeeping 
ing out a subscription now 
through our agents 


AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL 
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Wishing You and Yours a Very Merry Christmas 


and a Wonderful Next Year. 








Select ss Italians 
QUEENS 
Package Bees 
M. C. WEST 


Route 1, Box 279-A 
Winters, California 


Remember Us for Bees and Queens. 


THE STOVER APIARIES 


Mayhew, Mississippi 
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QUEEN RAISERS American Rabbit Journal 


Transfer Larva Quickly, Easily, Accurately Shows the Way to Success 
with the MASTER Queen Grafting Tool. The leading Rabbit Farming Magazine 
Price (with extra tongue), $3.60. Explains the growing meat rabbit indus- 


T ‘ a) T ‘ ‘ try. Non-fancy. Est. 1931. 3 years $2.00; 
Hl TCHISON MFG. CO. 1 year $1.00: Sample dime. = 
6 ee ee American Rabbit Journal 
: Dept. S. Warrenton, Missouri 
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MARSHFIELD MFG. 
COMPANY, INC. 


MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN 
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GILT-EDGE FOUNDATION 


4 


Wishes to extend to everyone every- 
where their Very Best Wishes for the 
Holiday Season. 
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Modern Magic — You can assemble frame 
and foundation in less than a minute, with no 
wiring or embedding to do. When you use the 
new Lewis Nailless Topbar Frame and slip a 
sheet of Dadant’s Gilt-Edge Foundation in, there 
you are! Only two nails to use; no frame wiring 
to do; no wax embedding to do. 


DADANT & SONS, INC. 


Hamilton, Ill. Dealers Everywhere 
SSESSSEPESESERESEDS — LKNARXRANANANANANANAAAKAN AAA NAN KANNAN NNNAA 


May the New Year Bring 
Health and Happiness 
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to You and Yours. 
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Manufacturers Apiary Supplies We Sell Direct 
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HONEY WANTED Starline SUNKIST italian 


Cut Comb and Extracted We are now booking orders for 1955 shipment subject to prices quoted. 
Advise what ov have We emphasize the use of Starline Hybrids for outstanding results. 
y L Our regular light-colored Italians for those who prefer. 
T. W. BURLESON & SON ’ Off. SUNKIST BEE COMPANY, Convent, La. 
WAXAHACHIE, TEXAS 











¢ QUEENS — PACKAGE BEES 
eo tot BEE SUPPLIES 
Since 1886 


Maximum production is most easily 
assured with superior bees and 
queens. That’s one way we try to 
help you make money. Superior bees 
and queens is our motto at all times. 


THE VICTOR APIARIES 
Uvalde, Texas 


Brood Frames with Eyelets 
One-Piece Covers and Bottoms 


SPSS AOD 
PSP a ot ot ot to 


Se nd for ( ‘atak ue 


WILLIAMS BROS. MFG. CO. 


5205 - S.E. 82nd AVE. PORTLAND 66, ORE. 


“Originators of Frame-Grips” = : = 
Send now to McCORD MPG. Co. AN ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF 
Rt. 2, Box 866, San Jose, Calif. 
Positive Grip Through | DeLuxe 2.75 


2 ae of Utility 9.45 p d t’ rn d > 
Piaget Semon | FeS e |B «Foundation 
ao Ses Fins atc portage | (BY adant Swi. FOU 


Also obtainable from your leading Bee 
Dealer. Don’t accept a substitute. 


will assure you fine combs. You are protected too 





ane - ne am when you know it is made of pure beeswax. 
PACKAGE BEES AND QUEENS 


FOR 1955 ; aoe 
Write for price list on our Bright - DADANT & SONS, Inc., Hamilton, Illinois 


Three - Banded Italian Better 
Bred Strain. 


TAYLOR AMIARIES PACKAGE Three-Banded Italian 
Bees and Queens Package Bees and Queens 
For Quality and Service . . 

C. F. Koehnen & Sons Jackson Apiaries 


Glenn, Calif. Funston, Ga. 
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Merry Christmas 


I want to take this opportunity to 
thank my customers for the splen- 
did business they gave me this past 
season. Wishing everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a prosperous Neu 
Year. Looking forward to serving 
you again in the coming year with 
better bees and better service 
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KEEP YOUR COPIES 
of 
American Bee Journal 


for ready reference. 


Write for prices on package bees, 
either Italian or Caucasian. 


FARRIS HOMAN 
Shannon, Miss. 
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J. E. Wing & Sons 


41 Years’ Continuous Service 
ITALIAN PACKAGES 
BEES AND QUEENS 
OUR SPECIALTY 
Knights Landing, Calif. 
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Here is an attractive board 
file that will hold TWO 
YEARS (24 issues) of the 
American Bee Journal. 
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rors 


A nicely stenciled carton file 
that will look good on your book 
shelf and give you immediate 
access to current and past bee 
material. 


ITALIA N Postpaid 75c 
Package Bees & Queens 
E. J. Bordelon Apiaries 
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Campaigning .. . 


Since October was our honey pro- 
motion month, it is interesting to 
know that many state and other 
apicultural groups are extending the 
campaign further into the fall and 
winter period. Editor Banker, in 
last month’s Panel, expects all of us 
who have to do with honey distribu- 
tion to help keep the ball rolling. 
The National Cranberry Association 
has developed several tie-in cam- 
paign periods for cranberries, one 
for the barbecue months of July and 
August, another for chickefi’ and 
cranberries, and an award of merit 
campaign to Ocean Spray brokers to 
increase their incentives in distribu- 
tion. A September estimate of total 
Ocean Spray sales indicates a 48% 
gain. Now that we have one defi- 
nite promotional period, let’s develop 
Specific tie-in campaigns over the 
year too. We have made a start 
but let’s not be satisfied. 





Convention Time Draws Near 


The annual convention of the 
American Beekeeping Federation will 
be held at the Sherman Hotel, Chi- 
cago, Illinois, January 26 through 
28, 1955. Business meetings of this 
and other organizations will be held 
the day preceding the convention 
program and the day after it. It is 
customary that other organizations 
associated with the bee and honey 
industry also meet during this time. 
These organizations include the 
American Honey Institute, National 
Honey Dealers and Packers Organi- 
zation, Bee Industries Association, 
the Apiary Inspectors of America, 
and the National Honey Council. 

This meeting is of sufficient im- 
portance to you that you cannot 
afford to miss it. At this meeting, 
the future program of the industry 


454 


will be discussed, given serious 
study, and finally determined. You 
make your livelihood from keeping 
bees or from some phase associated 
with beekeeping, therefore you need 
to be there and take part in the 
proceedings. 


The convention program will 
largely be devoted to three major 
themes: Research, Marketing, and 
Pollination. The Program Commit- 
tee, headed by Newman I. Lyle, has 
combed this country and Canada 
for the finest speakers obtainable. 
They are all authorities and have 
consented to be there at their own 
expense. 


At the Chicago convention, you 
will be one of the grandest group of 
people anywhere engaged in a busi- 
ness. You will meet old friends and 
make new ones in three days of good 
fellowship and fun. A grand time 
is being planned for you in Chicago, 
at the Sherman Hotel, January 26 
through 28. We'll be you 
there. 


seeing 





Future of Legumes Assured 


For quite some time the question 
has been in our minds as to whether 
the ever-increasing use of nitrogen 
fertilizers, applied to the soil in 
many ways by farmers, would ulti- 
mately result in farmers growing 
less acreages of legumes. We were 
much aware of the extensive pro- 
motion and use of nitrogen fer- 
tilizers which, of course, is backed 
by big moneyed interests. 


Dr. Alexis C. Bashaw, Texas, Ag- 
ricultural Experiment Station, De- 
partment of Agronomy, College Sta- 
tion, speaking at the recent meeting 
of the Texas State Beekeepers’ Asso- 
ciation, asserted that the future of 
legumes is assured. As we intensify 
good farm practices there will be an 
ever increasing acreage of legumes 
grown. He also pointed to the prob- 
lem of what to do with acres made 
idle by controls on price-supported 
crops, where planting of legumes is 
being recommended. 

Dr. Bashaw stated that you can 
put fertilizer on a piece of land all 
day long, but if the soil is compact, 


it won’t do much good. The deep 


root systems of legumes add nitro- 
gen and organic matter to soil and 
leave the soil open so that moisture 
can trickle down, instead of running 
off the land. In his opinion, there 
isn’t a more economical way in the 
world to improve soil than through 
use of a good legume. 

While these words 
beekeepers that the future of leg- 
umes is bright, they are reported 
here to give you information with 
which to discuss such matters with 
farmers and others interested in ag- 
riculture. Nitrogen fertilizing is a 
good agricultural practice and high- 
ly beneficial in increasing production 
of crops, but it won’t put organic 
matter in the soil for good soil tilth, 
nor open up the soil for retention of 
moisture, nor act as a good ground 
covering conserving the soil. It takes 
a good legume to do that! 


should assure 





Holiday Greetings to All... 


The staff of The American Bee 
Journal is happy to join others in 
this issue in wishing one and all A 
VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR! We hope 
that Santa fills your stocking clear 
to the top and that you have a jolly 
good time over the holidays. 


Christmas is the time for giving 
and good cheer. It is a time when 
gifts of honey, beeswax candles and 
honey-recipe books can make many 
new users of the products of the 
hive whether they be your own gifts 
or attractive gift packages  pur- 
chased in some food store. It is the 
time when the staff of The Ameri- 
can Bee Journal promises to give 
you only the best in good reading 
about and honey during the 
coming year. 

We the New Year with en- 
thusiasm believing that it is full of 
things that will be better for the 
honey industry. Plant and moisture 
conditions generally are good; pol- 
lination as an agricultural practice 
is destined to assume new impor- 
tance; and organizational efforts to 
make possible increased consumption 
and sale of honey are underway. We 
believe yours will be A HAPPY 
NEW YEAR! 
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WESTERN 
Beeswax Headquarters 


Certified Beeswax Salvage Plant 
Custom Rendering 
Bleaching and Refining 
Foundation Manufacturing 
both plain and wired. 


EARLY QUEENS AND PACKAGES 

Do you have trouble getting queens early in the sea- \< : 

son? We begin shipping our regular stock on March XR } 
Ree OS 20 and Starline stock on April 1. Write for prices. CS 


J. M. CUTTS & SONS Box No. 336 Chipley, Florida 


Top Cash Market for We tone y 7 tr Us lores quees 
Your Beeswax and package bu ! 


past é i I ¥ ar reparir E oO 7 h) | 
MILLER’S HONEY CO. ave ona beller Guesen aime © — ieee 
have one of the | tq en bre ! 
Colton, Calif. Phone 1722 anywhere , mer ane . 
: a are Dart y booked now. We expect 75% of our 
“Tua Gee OE 1955 orders to be booked 


soak Aesidinikaanentiaee by January Ist. We spe- 
Package Bees & Queens cialize on truck  ship- 
“ITALIANS” ments. 
Quality Does Not Cost—It Pa _ 
The Wilbanks Apiaries Write 
awe WEAVER APIARIES 
, Navasota, Texas 


FARMER — - FREE CATALOG - — 


All The Best and Latest 
IN WINTER Garden and Farm Books, Bulletins sets et etetetinetetetnetietnetieetieatinertitietinetieeetietieeeteteemece ed 


A wealth of up-to-the-minute expert . 
The most talked about hive in the aietnn ain howe ke ho wakes Gee tee UBISBONeB’) 
1955 


world. land or a thousand acres wonders , 
Packages and Queens 


Ask for Free Catalog with flowers, vegetables, fruits, land- 
D. T. WINSLETT 


scaping. poultry, livestock, w ilands 
Dealer Inquiries Invited. fishponds, composting, soil improve- 
7736 Auburn Rd. 
Citrus Hgts., Calif. 


ment, etc. Just send name and address 
——— 


Laven] 


; 























for this fascinating FREE catalog by 
The A. H. HALE CO. return mail 
HAPEVILLE, GEORGIA Country Bookstore, Box 5452, 
Noroton, Conn. (Est. 1943) 
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| PSS) DADANT’S FOUNDATION 














Dadant's : 
Supreme zzes/ ~=—- Foundation 


The kind that will give you high quality comb honey, either section or bulk. The biting quality at the 
base of honey which folks eat should be so much a part of each mouthful that the wax crumbles under 
the tongue; delicate, tasty, downright good. That is the quality you get from Dadant’s Supreme Super 
Foundation so customers always come back for more. 


Lewis-Dadant Branches—Colonie and Montgomery Sts., Albany 
DADANT & SONS Inc 1, N. Y¥.; Stephenson Ave. at 14th St., Lynchburg, Va.; 92 
5 . Riverside St., Chillicothe, Ohio; 1010 W. Austin St., Paris, 

HAMILTON, ILLINOIS Tex.; Rt. 41, S. Hahira, Ga. — Dealers Everywhere 
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Troy H. Nance, California 


In my experience, the greatest 
over-all savings in labor, as related 
to the whole season, is getting young 
queens into your production colonies 
as early in the season as possible. 
I wish to stress and restress, as 
other beekeepers have, that the 
colony morale is better, colonies will 
stand more crowding meaning full, 
compact supers, few drones, and 
little if any labor in swarm control. 
Here in northern California a simple 
labor saving method is that of re- 
queening with a cell if you are 
supplying package bees. Most of the 
bees are shaken out of the hives at 
the time of the so-called “last 
shake.” Old queens are killed as the 
drones are screened out, a ripe cell 
is given five or six days later, and 
a check is made in about two weeks. 
At that time the two-story hives 
are “hefted” for stores. If there is 
the telltale pile of executed drones 
in front of the hive, no further 
checking is necessary unless you 
want to put on excluders. If the 
hives were well filled with brood 
and honey before shaking the per- 
centage of matings is usually high. 
The hives that “missed” can be re- 
stocked with brood and a young 
queen. 


Herbert K. Studier, Minnesota 


Here are a few short cuts around 
our honey house. In 1950 we built 
a new, modern building. Into it we 
incorporated an enclosed “lean-to” 
or built-in loading ramp. We can 
back into this so the bed of our 
truck is level with the honey house 
floor. Supers are stacked on pallets 
and a rubber-tired cart is used to 
wheel as many as 7 or 8 empty 
and 5 full supers. Barrels of honey 
can also be loaded with ease with 
our barrel cart. Another big 
labor saver is our homemade spin- 
drier (a 45-frame extractor closed 
on the bottom with boards). We un- 
cap into this for from one-half to a 


new 
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Short Cuts in Management 


full day, then spin for about an hour. 
Two men can uncap into this drier 
at a time. We save entirely the 
drudgery of shoveling wet cappings. 
Two years ago we converted our 
boiler to automatic fuel oil control. 
This is a tremendous convenience 
and labor saver. 


Robert Banker, Minnesota 


One of our short cuts is a quite 
simple winter packing method, per- 
haps not adaptable to a large num- 
ber of producers, but possibly of 
use to some. First, we have perma- 
nently nailed to our inner cover on 
each side a shingle strip % inch 
wide. A piece of lath ripped in half, 
six inches long, is permanently 
nailed on the inner cover on the 
same end as the heavy part of the 
shingle, making an entrance ap- 
proximately *%” x 3” in the center 
of the inner cover. On our last round 
of preparing the bees for winter, 
the inner cover is turned upside 
down, thus establishing a clear top 
center, winter entrance. We have 
made chaff trays out of old supers 
cut in half with a screen on the 
bottom. These are placed directly on 
top of the inner cover with the 
escape hole open. Moisture escapes 
up into the tray, through the screen 
over the escape hole. A reduced bot- 
tom entrance, *%” x 11”, is also 
left open for winter. In this manner, 
all colonies have the same entrance 
in the same position and our paper 
fits all colonies. 


We use a staple tacker to fasten 
the paper and it is possible for one 
man to place the chaff trays and 
wrap 25 colonies per hour. One day 
this fall, with the help of my eight 
year old son for three hours, I 
packed 137 colonies. Since develop- 
ing this method we have _ found 
our paper lasts much longer than 
formerly when the packing material 
was placed loose on the top, mainly 
because’ the and 
straight. 


paper is snug 


eee eee 


es Panel oO December a 


SUNN ee 


‘ 


We also use the shingle entrance 
on the inner cover for ventilation in 
summer. When the inner cover is 
in normal position for summer, we 
raise the back edge of the lid on 
top of the inner cover, leaving this 
3g”. x 3” opening for ventilation. It 
may also be used for an entrance 
for a nuc if the hole is 
screened. 


escape 


John W. Holzberlein, Jr., Colorado 


It still takes 21 days to develop 
a worker bee, so there isn’t much 
we can do along that line. But when 
one has 1000 colonies of bees scat- 
tered out in 35 yards in all directions 
as ours are, it goes without saying 
that some short cuts will have to be 
made if one is going to get around 
on time. In order to do this we fol- 
low a schedule using the outlined 
principles. 


1. Arrange yard work so that all 
the yards in a certain area, or on a 
certain road can be worked in a 
single day. This saves time and cuts 
down mileage. Anticipate needs and 
carry equipment so that all 
sary work can be done on one visit. 


neces- 


2. Two men are used as a crew or 
team. Two men working together 
can accomplish more than two men 
working separately, because in all 
our build-up operations we system- 
atically reverse the brood chambers 
on each visit. With two men doing 
the work they can be handled in a 
moment. But where one man does it 
alone each super has to be set aside 
back, the 

Reversing brood 


then set doubling time 


necessary. cham- 
bers in itself is a short cut as it is 
the greatest single swarm prevention 


measure that we know of. 


3. We try to handle brood cham- 
bers instead of single combs in our 
manipulations. When the top brood 
chamber is raised a puff of smoke is 
given and a glance taken at the 
underneath side. The whole story is 
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usually right there. If brood is pres- 
ent it can easily be seen, even the 
quality of the brood can usually be 
detected without 
The progress of can be 
observed in the development of 
queen cells along the 
The presence of 
estimated amount success- 
fully judged by the weight of this 
top super as well as the size of the 
cluster. If all is as it should be the 
reversal is made and more 
given if needed. Throughout 
summer I would that not 
than one ten needs 
combs 
it is 


crop. 


removing a comb. 


swarming 


bars. 
their 


bottom 
and 
can be 


stores 


room 
the 
more 
the 
until 
the 


say 
colony in 

inspected 
time to 


individually 


begin removing 


4. We believe that we save time in 
the long run by giving the brood in 
each 
before 


colony a thorough 
off 

disease is 
still 
and 
that a 
had been taken off a diseased colony 
mixed through the outfit. With 
confidence that the supers are clean 
they 


inspection 
taking Our in 


cident of 


honey. 
practically nil 
but we remember when it 
felt 


supers ol 


can 
was 
found 


not, how we when we 


few honey 


and 


can all be stacked together 


and handled indiscriminately. 


5. All 
on one level, concrete 


hive equipment is handled 
floor. It is all 
stacked on flats and handled with 

hand truck, loaded 
onto the truck. The inside dock puts 
the truck bed at level thus 
making this possible. The full supers 
the “hot 
extracting, then 


even to being 


floor 


of honey go into room” 
the 
where they are 


emptied, then on out into the comb 


ahead of into 


extracting room 
storage area where they may 
the truck. In 
way they describe a full circle, 


again 
this 
neve! 


be loaded onto 


crossing over their previous route 


and never getting in their own way 


6. Extracted honey flows by grav- 
ity to tanks in the that 
are large enough to hold any day’s 
extracting. It is warmed and 
fied en route and may be drawn off 
and stored at the end of the 
The basement which is well drained 
and ventilated ideal 
space and is used only for the stor- 


basement 
clari- 
day. 
offers storage 
age of containers and honey. It has 
an outside door at 


which facilitates the 
trucks at time of sale. 


ground level 


loading of 


7. We think it saves time to keep 
equipment organized, and not let a 
cluttered up condition build up, or 
at least prevail if it does build up. 
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H. A. Schaefer, Wisconsin 


We 
early 


like 
first 


should 
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examination food supply and to 
feed pollen We tarted 
primarily to feed pollen n 


to emphasize the 
colony or yard 
tor 
mixture. 
ixture be 
ginning March first to all our over 
wintered bees to. stimulate 
rearing, trying to get the 

Nature 
spring. It 
learned that the 


conditions gives u 


early was then 
heaviest W 
occurs for us during 
early April because of 
Checking the overwintered 


March in thi 


colonies u 


for stores in 
those 
than other 


short of 


reveals 
stores thereby 
supplie If not 
would starve. With thi 
nation, we 

that 
though we 
fall 
ing 
underweight and 


would 


before pa 
honey or 
colonies weigh 130 pound 
colonies 


others 


because some 


stores faster than 


be due to a better queen 


colonies 


and to 


Saving thess 
vation saves time 
nucs to 
What 
had in the fall TI 
when the colony starve 
the 


packing for winter 


starting recover wintel 


does it ibout the 


the 


is also 


not 
colony 
lost 


as well as time and expense of 


Since we early pring 


began thi | 


checking and feeding program we 


have lowered winter loss to le 
Would 


retroactive 


our 


than 3 per cent. you call thi 


early feeding 
cut? We 


short 
believe it is 


E. A. Hogarth, Ontario 


During the past 
labor has 
dously. Trucks 


few years, the 


cost of increased tremen- 


also cost more to buy 
Infortunately the 
than it 
World War II 


and operate. [ price 


of honey is lower was at 


the end of 


In order to make a 


must 


profit, we 
try to increase our production 
per colony and improve our manage 
ment so that less help is needed and 


the trucks are operated fewer miles 


to reduce the 
that little 
required 


Or possibly it may 
size of the outfit so 
hired help is 


pay 


very 


Every honey house should be 


equipped with a 
that 


wheeled on 


loading dock oO 
and 


and off 


supers equipment 
the truck. A 
two-wheeled super truck and pallet 

little 
unloading 


can be 


cost very and peed up the 


work of supers of honey 
and handling 


Why carry a 
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super when five or six 
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power 


xcellent if the 


warrant expen 


everal 


worked it without unnece 
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possible. We 
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when going to 


everything required 


the and make 
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sure nothing i left at home, it 


make extra work if something is 


forgotten. Have a place for every 


thing and everything in its 


both at the 


place 


honey house and on the 


truck 


is usually more 


profitable to leave enough honey for 
with the than to 
feed sugar sirup. Ws 
plan to keep ahead of our work and 
never let it get behind 


catch up 


winter tores bees 


extract it and 
run us. If we 


it is very difficult to 
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Laidlaw to Brazil... 

Harry W. Laidlaw, Jr., University 
of California, is now on leave in 
Brazil, where he will be at the Uni- 
versity of Sao Paulo, Piracicaba, 
for at least six months. He will 
work on the genetics of the honey 
bee under a Rockefeller Foundation 
grant. 





In Memoriam ... 
J. J. Homolka 


James Joseph Homolka of Brown- 
ville, Florida, born February 
18, 1882 in Tesovice, Kolovec, Czech- 
oslovakia, and passed away on Sep- 
tember 9, 1954. He came to the 
United States in 1902 and traveled 
extensively before settling in Florida 
in 1914. He was a beekeeper both 
here and in his native land and was 
widely known as “Honey Jim.” 


was 





New Pest Threatens 
Nectar Sources in Hawaii 
During the past year, I have been 
advised by different parties that a 
micro-lepidopteran has invaded the 
the Hawaiian Islands and 
is threatening the main _ nectar 
the islands. It was first 
brought to my attention by Al 
Schuelke who has operating 
the apiaries for Parker Ranch on 
the Island of Hawaii. According to 
Ryoji Namba, assistant entomologist 
of the University of Hawaii, it is 
widespread on the island of Hawaii 
and localized on the islands of Molo- 
lai, and Maui and may occur on 
Kauai and Niihau. No parasite has 
reared from it so that it has 
an unchecked range of the plants it 
attacks. Mr. Namba states that 
other known hosts are opiuma 
(Pithecolobium dulce) and klu (Aca- 
cia farnesiana). 
In this instance, 


Kiawe of 
source of 


been 


been 


this is a demon- 
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little 
widely scattered in native vegetation 
as to be uneconomical to control by 
chemical can change the 
whole beekeeping economy of the is- 
lands, at least for a number of 
years. The usual trend in such 
cases is for such an insect to spread 
rapidly under favorable 
and then for some parasite to be- 
come adapted to the pest and to 
gradually bring it under some sem- 
blance of control. Some of the re- 
cent trip failures on Hawaii and on 
Maui and Molokai might be attrib- 
utable to this pest as well as to the 
more generally considered drought. 

Fortunately, there other 
sources of nectar in the islands that 
have not been exploited to the full- 
est extent and which now may help 
to tide some of the beekeepers over 
the until the can 
bring the pest under partial control 
The beekeeping industry in the Is- 
lands is of sufficient importance as 
to justify the Department of Agri- 
culture and the Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station to institute a project 
for the discovery of the origin of 
the pest and to search for some of 
its parasites as an important 
in its control. 


stration of how one insect, so 


means, 


conditions 


are 


crisis parasites 


step 


J. E. Eckert, 
California 





Cherries Are Ripe 

One June I went to see a 
friend to buy some potatoes. 
talked, he told me he had 20 


farmer 
AS we 
acres 
but any 
I suggested he should do 
something about this state of af- 
fairs. He was skeptical, but I told 
him I would put 30 colonies of bees 
in the orchard the next March and 
we would see what happened. 


of cherry 
cherries. 


trees never got 


The next spring we put in 30 hives, 
the broke and the weather 
was fine and warm. It was good for 
four days, then and showery 
for three days, and then we had a 
good week. Cherry blossom is soon 
over, but he had a large patch of 
plums and apples so the bees were 
busy. April 15 and 16 were fine days 
and we put supers on 15 colonies on 
the 16th and 15 on the 17th but on 
the 19th it turned cool. On the 23rd 
it was fine again and we peeked at 
the progress. All supered 
on the 16th supers 


blossom 


cool 


colonies 


were up in the 


and doing well; none of the 
supered on the 17th were up in the 
supers. We learned a lesson 
not tomorrow. 

The picking of fruit on = small 
farms is casual, relying on labor 
calling each year and with little or- 
ganization. The fact that there 
really might be a crop of cherries 
didn’t stir any real preparations at 
this place. However, about the sec- 
ond week of June there were CHER- 
RIES. 

They did their best, picking 81 12- 
pound baskets the first day but by 
the end of the week they were tired 
and I think the marketing was not 
lined up properly. 
the same. 


ones 


today 


The plums were 
But the farmer said, “Oh 
well, the picking costs a lot of money 
and imported cherries ruin the mar- 
ket.” 

There must be a moral somewhere 
because next year our bees went to 
another place and when I asked our 
friend about his crop he said, ‘Well, 
not fruit this year.” 
Which was queer because they had 
a wonderful crop at the new location 
of our bees. 


so good, no 


O. Robertson, England 





Good Practices ... 
1. Keep 
ment. 


bees in standard equip- 
2. Keep equipment painted and in 
good condition. 
3. Use full sheets of 
foundation. 


crimp-wired 


4. Requeen annually. 


5. Examine colonies regularly for 
diseases. 


6. Always 
for wintering. 


leave sufficient stores 


7. Provide extra 
reduce swarming and 
brood space. 


early to 
provide more 


supers 


8. Provide top ventilation for win- 
tering. 

9. Face hives ‘southeast,’ and 
on the south side of a hill, if possible. 
10. Use a good strain of bees. 

11. Destroy diseased colonies. 

12. Do not manipulate hives un- 
less there is a good reason to do so. 

13. Always try to keep up with the 
improved methods in beekeeping. 

14. Subscribe to a 
ing magazine. 


good beekeep- 
J. W. Obenshain, Virginia 
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Haseman Visits University of California 
—Dr. Leonard Haseman, from the Univer- 
sity of Missouri, co-discoverer with L. F. 
Childers of sulfa for disease, is shown here 
in the experimental apiary of Dr. J. E. 
Eckert. Some of Haseman’s first treated 
combs from diseased colonies are still in 
use and continuously free of disease. 
(Photo by J. E. Eckert) 


Los Angeles Exhibits—Top right, three 
of the five fine honey exhibits at the 1954 
Los Angeles Fair. (Geo. Adamson superin- 
tendent) (Photo by J. E. Eckert) 


Bee Hive Cloche—Right center, millinery 
display of hats (cloche for bell-shaped) 
with bee display as a tie-in, prepared b 
Ira Bowers, Decatur, Illinois. Many suc 
aon exist for tie-ins. (Photo fron 
sowers) 





Bee Beard—Charles Ater, Honey Hills 
Farm, Arenzville, Illinois, joins the honor- 
able cult of bee bearders. e calls himself 
“The ’Ol Drone.” Maybe that’s why these 
man-seeking females have all ganged up 
on him at one time. 


December, 1954 


Visitors—Left to right, Arquimedes Hernandez, beekeeper from Buenos Aires, opera- 
tor of several thousand colonies in Argentine; and Mr. and Mrs. Leon Grosfoquel, New 
Orleans, who accompanied Mr. Hernandez as interpreters. I to I J). E. Feb ’ 
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E. Oertel, Apiculturist, 
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The Value of Honey Bees 


to 
hite Clover Seed Growers 


in Louisiana 


by E. Oertel 


S. Department of 


Entomology Research 


clover 

Lou- 
isiana provide colonies of honey 
while 


OME white 


(Trifolium repens) seed in 


producers of 


bees for pollination 
others do not. The writer 
know of any large 
shown either the 
fectiveness of colonies of bees 
field to 
white 
reported by Lyle 
sippi. Since the 
to fly to any 
the seed grower 
way of insuring 
work the 
particular area. 


purposes 
does not 
that 
effectiveness 


scale tests 
have 
or inet 
brought to a increase seed 
clover 
(1944) in 
honey bee is 
field or 
has no practical 
that the bees will 
clover blossoms in any 
He can 
nies of bees to the field at the recom- 
more colonies 


yields of except one 
Missis- 
free 


nearby woods, 


bring colo- 


mended rate of one or 
anc hope for the best. It is 
believed that 
later) based on the results 
here are fairly representative of field 
Louisiana. They will 
determine the 
value of the honey bee as a pollinat- 
ing agent of white clover blossoms. 


per acre 
(given 
repe yrted 


calculations 


conditions in 


serve as a base to 


Reports of cage tests by Oertel 
(1934) show that insects are needed 
to produce white clover Hol- 
lowell (1936) says that white clover 
...is practically self-sterile; that is, 
the florets have to be cross-polli- 
nated before seed will form.” Insects 
are common agents of cross-pollina- 
tion, 


seeds. 


so the seed producer can great- 
ly increase the insect population of 
clover fields by owning or renting 
colonies of bees and locating them 
close to the clover 

The study of the number of pollen 


grains per white clover floret and 


1/ In cooperation 
University 


with Loui 


White clover — magiies 12 times. 
(Photo by Pro Cla A. Brown, Botany 


Agriculture, 
Branch, | 


Agricultural Research Service, 
3aton Rouge, Louisiana 


per pellet was made to learn how 


many blossoms might be visited by 
it to obtain a load 
Dunham (1939) has re- 
esults of a study 
‘’. pratense). Pers 
with the habits of the 
honey bee in the field mictht suppos¢ 
that individual 
lowed and the 
visited be 
count. 


a bee in order for 
ot pollen. 

ported the r 
for red clover (7 


similar 
ons 
not familiar 
could be fol- 
number of florets 


bees 


determined by 
However, it is 


actual 
exceedingly 
difficult for the would-be observer to 
know whether the time the individ- 
ual bee is under observation is the 
actual time it spent in the field. 


METHOD: 

Fifty 
clover of the 
ana S$1 (Owen, 1953) 
They were protected 
sects by 


blossoms of Louisiana white 


selected strain, Louisi- 


were used 
from large in- 
screened cages. 
florets were taken at 
each white clover They 
were partially dissected, then each 
floret was placed in 0.5 milliliter of 
vater containing a 
of deterrent and 


Four open 
random 


blossom. 


from 


small 
agitated to remove 
the pollen grains from the stamens 
\ small portion of the with 
the pollen grains in suspension was 
then placed in a Neubauer counting 
chamber. Ten readings 
of each portion and four 
were used for each floret. 

ber of 


amount 


water 


were made 

portions 
The num- 
pollen grains in a floret was 
calculated from a total of 40 
ings per floret. 

White clover pollen pellets were 
obtained by means of a metal pollen 
trap placed in the entrance of a colo- 
ny of bees. When bees pass through 
the screen of the trap some pollen 
pellets are knocked off their 


read- 


legs 


Dept. L.S.U.) 
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and are held in a removable tray. 
Twenty-five pellets that were fairly 
uniform in size were used for count- 
ing purposes. Each pellet that was 
to be counted dropped into a 
vial holding 2 ml. of water that con- 
tained a small amount of detergent. 
The solution was agitated well 
fore each sample was taken. 
ings were made as described above 
for the florets. 

The number of pollen grains per 
clover floret or per clover pollen 
pellet was based on the following 
proportion: the average number of 
pollen grains per microscope field is 
to the volume of the counting cham- 
ber as X is to the dilution.2 
RESULTS: 

The average number of pollen 
grains in white florets and 
pollen pellets is given in Table 1. 


Table 1. 
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pellets of white clover pollen taken from honey bees 


Average 
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Source 


Wh. clover florets 
Bee pollen pellets 


2,980 
388,250 


Discussion:—At Baton Rouge fair- 
ly strong colonies of bees left from 
1 to 3 ounces of white clover pollen 
pellets in the pollen traps per day. 
These pellets averaged about 
0.0002824 ounces” each. At that 
weight from 4,000 to 12,000 pellets 
were brought to the hive per day, 
plus an unknown amount that 
not collected by the trap. 
worker bee brings in 2 pollen pellets 
at a time, at least 2,000 bees brought 
in pollen if the gatherers 
made only 1 trip to the field per day. 
Tour thousand pellets would contain 
at least 1,500,000,000 pollen grains or 
the pollen from 500,000 florets, while 
12,000 pellets would represent the 
pollen from 1,500,000,000 florets if 
the bees gathered all of it. These 
figures would be increased four 
times if Synge (1947) is correct in 
his estimate that the traps were only 
25 per cent efficient. 


was 
Since each 


pollen 


If we take the average number of 
pollen grains per floret as 3,000, then 
the bee must visit 260 florets to get 
2 average pellets of pollen, assuming 
she gets all the pollen. If she takes 
only half the pollen in the floret she 
would have to visit 520 florets for 
an average load. Each floret is 
capable of producing 1 to 7 
(Erath, 1924) but many have been 
found to produce only 1 or 2 seeds. 


seeds 
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Pollination colonies in a small white clover field in Louisiana. 





do more than is represented by har- 
vest yields because of seed lost in 
harvesting. After consideration of 
various factors it is recommended 
that not less than one strong colony 
of bees per acre of white clover be 
provided for pollination purposes. 

A combination of a heavy stand 
of clover blossoms, an abundance of 
pollinating insects, highly efficient 
harvesting machinery, and favorable 
weather for clover growth, bee 
flight, and harvesting will likely 
insure a high yield of white clover 
seed. 

Thin stands, a lack of pollinating 


insects, pasturing too close to har- 
vest time, poor harvesting methods, 
and unfavorable weather are likely 
to produce a low yield of white 
clover seed. 
SUMMARY: 

White clover florets contained an 
average of 2,980 pollen grains. Pel- 
lets of pollen taken from honey bee 
legs contained an average of 388,250 
pollen grains. Conservative esti- 
mates, based on the above figures 
and on the number of pollen pellets 
collected daily in pollen traps, indi- 
cate that the pollen-gathering bees 
from an average colony can initiate 


the formation of 14 to 2 
clover seed per day. 


pounds of 
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Honey House 


in Virginia 
by H. L. Maxwell 


(Continued from November) 


In Department No. 3, the principal 
activity is the cutting of comb honey 
for placing in the containers and 
next the filling operation from the 
four storage tanks. We like to keep 
this room clear of other activity, 
since it is necessary that it be kept 
clean and orderly at all times 
honey can so easily be abused in 
appearance through careless hand- 
ling or the accidental inclusion of 
foreign matter in this phase of 
packing. The department is large 
enough to allow free movement at 
all times of the 5 to 6 people who 
can comfortably handle this opera- 
tion. New containers are brought 
in and placed along the walls for 
filling only as needed. The packed 
honey is sealed and stored in the 
east end for shipping. A two-com- 
partment sink for hot and cold 
water is installed in the east end 
and portable sinks are used to keep 
warm water available at each point 


as 


462 


Dept. No. 3 where honey is packed. Area: 18x60 feet. 


Honey tank 


assembly is in background, with gravity filter overhead. Harry is stand- 
ing at the treadmill where the comb honey is sliced. 


of operation so that each operator 
can quickly clean up any smears of 
honey. A careful operator can work 
in this department all day, dressed 
in white, and show only a minimum 
degree of We feel at ease in 
welcoming visitors while packing, 
when we can maintain this degree of 
cleanliness and order. 


soil. 


The special equipment for slicing 
comb honey out of the frames into 
the properly sized cubes for the 
various container sizes is difficult to 
show, and is not included in the 
picture of Department No. 3. How- 
ever, a simple description of our 
device begins with an oblong cutter, 
Styled to fit just within the area of 
the shallow frame, which first 
stamps out the slab of honey, cut- 
ting sufficiently close to leave only 
tender comb edges on all sides. Then 
a gang knife, previously adjusted 
for correct size completes the slicing 
operation and thereafter the cubes 


of honey are stacked for draining 
being placed into the 

Both these cutting devices 
are heated indirectly by steam at 
low pressure and the 
rapidly without burring or gumming 
the caps as they cut. 


before con- 


tainers. 


knives slice 


We like to pour the strained honey 
at as high a_ temperature the 
comb will allow without damage. 
The exact temperature will 
with the time of year, the degree of 
the containers, the tem- 
the honey itself 
and forth. This, we think, helps 
retard future crystallization. 

At this point, we should describe 
our source of steam which is used 
in so many phases of our processing. 
Our cutting equipment is 
steam heated, our flash heater is 
steam heated, so is warming 
pan, our capping melter, and the 
power uncapper. We also obtain our 
hot water in this way. The 


as 
vary 


coolness of 


perature of comb 


sO 


comb 


our 


source 
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of all of this steam is a compact gas- 
fired boiler, small that two 
comfortably carry it, which of 
3% h.p., is fired by bottled gas, and 
is the most amazingly efficient and 
economical piece of equipment we 
have ever used. In fact, the cost of 
the entire equipment assembly 
from the extractors through to the 
bottled product-—-has been more eco- 
nomical than we could have 
reason to hope for. 

We also heat Department No 
and No. 3 by the use of unit heaters 
which are fired by bottled gas, and 
are thermostatically controlled. It 
is quite easy to keep these depart- 
ments at the desired temperature 
around the clock. We have found it 
necessary to suspend a pan of water 
in front of each heater, however, in 
an effort to overcome drying of the 
atmosphere. 


so can 


is 


any 


» 


In Department No. 4, 
new containers previous to use. 


we store our 
We 
before fill- 
ing and our stock is kept clean and 
free from possible 
contamination. 

The is located at the east 
end of the building facing the high- 
way with passage through the con- 
tainer department to Department 
No. 3, Department No. 2, and De- 
partment No. 1, and out into the 
garage. We use twin doors between 
all departments which open to a to- 
tal span 
free 
other equipment. 


also label our containers 


soiling or any 


office 


five 
movement 


of feet which allows 

our floats and 
Entry to the sec- 
3,000 feet 
storage, is by 
means of a stairway at the east end 
of Department No. 3. It is here that 
we store the things we seldom use, 
but which are valuable and this 
storage area enables us to keep our 


of 


floor, where 


floor 


ond 
of 


we have 


space for 
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MMOH 


l nde? sail Ne ie 


came 12 hives of 


York 


bee S. 


to Pan- 


Across 


from 
ama 
the Isthmus by bungo and pack mul 
they jolted, took ship again and at long 
last full 


hive reached San 


just enough bees to make one 


Fran isco. 


E have no record of a honey- 
W/ bee anywhere in California 

prior to the gold rush. This 
“foreigner” did not come here until 
long after John Bigler was elected 
covernor, and miners had begun to 
desert the diggings for farms. And 
even then it apparently got off to a 
false start. 

On July 1, 1852, the Daily Alta 
California announced that W. A. 
Buckley of Newburgh, N. Y., had 
arrived in San Francisco with a hive 
ot bees “in fine working condition.” 
The editor hailed the event as “the 
first importation of the honeybee to 
these shores...” Probably it was 
the first “on the North Pacific, east 
of the shores of Japan.” 

Buckley had left New York on the 
steamer Sierra Nevada with three 
hives, bound for Aspinwall (Colon), 
Panama. He lost one hive ‘on 
tering the tropics,” and 
the Isthmus when the 
and destroyed the bees. 
hive, carried the 
the backs of natives, got to Panama 
City, and from there via the steamer 
New Orleans to San Francisco. 

What happened to the third hive 
after that is a mystery. 
Buckley got an “idea’’ from the 
Alta’s story and _ unsuccessfully 
played for higher stakes. 

The paper was not content to laud 
his enterprise and let it go at that. 
It hoped he would make a “careful 
disposal of his little charge, and on 
no account suffer the hive to be 
taken out of the country.” Then it 
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another on 
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The third 


across Isthmus on 


Perhaps 


464 


Bee Line 


to California 


by Clyde Arbuckle 


(Reprinted from “Westways” 


Copyrighted 1952, 


recalled that the Honolulu Agricul- 
tural Society had recently offered a 
premium to the first successful im- 
porter of the Hawaiian Is- 
lands. 

In any 
auction of 


bees to 
the effective intro- 
into California had 
to wait until the following spring, 
though it stemmed from something 
that happened considerably earlier. 

While stationed on the Pacific 
Coast in 1847, Commodore Robert F. 
Stockton bought the _  1,939-acre 
Rancho Potrero de Santa Clara, be- 
Santa Clara and San 
On January 1, 1853, “in New York 
& Philadelphia,’ he agreed with 
George W. Aspinwall, Christopher A. 
Shelton and I. Hildreth to establish 
a nursery on it. 

Shelton, who had a quarter inter- 
est in the venture, started for Cali- 
fornia via Panama afterward. 
He brought with him several nurs- 
erymen and a large consignment of 
nursery stock. 


event, 
bees 


tween Jose. 


soon 


At Aspinwall 
tered an 


(Colon) he encoun- 
unidentified New York 
apiarist bound for California with 12 
hives of bees. The man had become 
disgusted with ‘‘the experiment,” and 
offered to sell all 12 hives for $150 
so he could go back home. Shelton 
snapped them up—then wondered 
for a while if he, too, had 
“stung.” 


been 


Transporting bees across Panama 
at that time not They 
traveled part way by rail, part by 
bungo up the Chagres River, and the 
rest by pack mule, taking from three 
to five days to cover about 50 miles. 
They suffered from tropical heat 
and lack of Frequent jolting 
angered them. Scraping and whack- 
ing of tree branches on the sides of 
their hives as they moved 
jungle trails kept them tense. 

And death toll on the 


was 


easy. 


alr. 


along 


took its 


September 1952. 


Automobile Club of Southern California.) 


3,500-mile 
Panama 

When the 
port 
bees 


steamer voyage between 
City and San Francisco. 
vessel reached the latter 
early in March, only enough 
remained in the 12 hives to 
make one full hive. 

Shelton rushed the survivors to 
Stockton’s ranch at San Jose, where 
they quickly recovered their strength 
and threw off three swarms the first 
season. But he did not live to 
the increase. On April 11, about a 
month after his arrival in California, 
he left Alviso for San Francisco on 
the steamboat Jenny Lind. An hour 
later, the overstrained boil- 
ers exploded, killing him and some 
30 other persons. 


see 


vessel’s 


The following December, some of 
Shelton’s sold at public 
auction to cover the costs of settling 
his estate. 


bees were 
The probate proceedings 
show a Major James Patrick buying 
one hive for $110. 

Shelton’s success in introducing 
into California attracted much 
attention, and word of it soon went 
east. In the fall of 1855 a New 
Yorker named William Buck left his 
home state with 36 hives and man- 
aged to reach San Jose with half of 
them. Then, elated with his success 
he hurried back east, 
12 hives, and headed 

This time his casualty 
much higher. He reached 
with only seven hives. 


bees 


gathered up 
west again. 
rate ran 
San Jose 
The cause of Buck’s losses is hard 
to determine. 
from 


They surely were not 
excessive handling or riding 
muleback through Isthmian jungles 
The Panama tailroad, 
early in 1855, had cut the crossing of 
the Isthmus to three 


completed 


hours. 

But with honey selling from $1.50 
to $2.00 a pound, no California bee- 
l-eeper lost heart. William Briggs of 
San Jose came in right behind Buck 
with just one hive and 


got seven 
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swarms the same season. And well 
before this—in the summer of 1855 

A. P. Smith, a Sacramento nurs- 
eryman, took the first bees into the 
Sacramento Valley. He got them in 
San Jose. 

For some unknown reason, Smith’s 
bees died, and many 
concluded that bees would not do 
well in that part of the country. But 
John S. Harbison, a recently arrived 
beekeeper from Lawrence County, 
Pennsylvania, thought otherwise. He 
got a hive a short time later and 
proved that, with proper care, they 
vould do as well in the Sacramento 
Valley as elsewhere. 


soon people 


Harbison had come West in 1854, 
hoping to better his fortunes after 
a disastrous drouth at home. He 
soon gave California beekeeping the 
boost that it needed to 
industry. His scientific 
looked nothing. 


become an 
mind over- 

In 1857 he invented the California 
hive, which, in its day, topped every- 
thing in the field. In 1861 he pub- 
lished his Beekeeper’s Directory of 
the Theory and Practice of Bee Cul- 
ture. This 424-page volume covered 
everything from hive building and 
bee diseases to pasturage and breed- 
ing habits. It even included an illus- 
trated chapter on the Italian bee, the 
greatest of honey makers, which had 
come to the United States only a 
year or two earlier. 

Harbison personally conducted his 
early importations. He went 
in the summer of 1857 to 


east 


obtain a 


stock of bees from his own apiaries 
in Pennsylvania 
sailed from New York for 
with 67 When he 
Sacramento on December 2, his bees 
had traveled 6,300 
est distance 
up to that 
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miles, the great 
ever traveled by bees 
time 
further highlighted 
iment at Aspinwall 
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a train Panama City the 
aay, Haribson hives to 
ward evening and let the 
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accomplishments the first 
the Plain A Mr. J 


Michigan with four hive 


bee 
came 
Gridley left 
tail end of a spring 
in April, 1859 Besides 
them with plenty of food 


across 
on the wagon 
providing 
he stopped 
favorabk 


irom time to time at some 


spot enroute to let them fly awhile 
Both he and his bees 
the 


good condition 


arrived at Sac 


ramento following August 


Completion of the transcontinent 


railroad in 1869 greatly facilitated 


bee shipping to California, and in 
1873 our old friend Harbison shipped 
to Chicago the first carload of honey 


from this state 


Califor 


increased to 


Since then, the number of 
nia beekeeper has 
about 2,000 million 
half a 
Production of 
the State De 
"iculture 
20,000, 000 
led the 


with several 


collars invested in close to 


million hives of bee 
honey, according to 
partment of Ag 
than 

1951 
pounds 


has leaped 
pounds a 
nation 


to more 
and in 
28 946. 000 


year with 


This is a far cry from the 40 or 50 
pounds that probably came from the 
urvivors of Christopher Shelton’s 12 
hives at San Jose 100 years ago. It 
that the 
marveled at the industry of 


proves ancient poets who 


the bee 
had good reason to do so 

(This article 
Emil Kraut of 
nia.) 


was sent 


Mira 


to us by 


Loma, Califor- 
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Plowshares and Pruning Hooks 


by G. Theodore Freihofer 


T HAS always been my steadfast 

contention that an aspiring novice 

entering the vast, intricate, uncer- 
tain field of apiculture, can be lik- 
ened to the country--minded gentle- 
man from the city, who, after read- 
ing a series of enlightening success 
articles on agriculture in a current 
magazine devoted to rural life, be- 
comes imbued with a back-to-the-soil 
movement the maga- 
zine, and, spurred on by the impelling 
force of his enthusiasm, hastens out 
from his customary abode and buys 
an old, abandoned farm, expecting 
to find it a land flowing with milk 
and honey, and blossoming like the 
proverbial rose. 


advocated by 


December, 1954 


On the 
erstwhile city man, instead of 


contrary however, oul 
being 
and wading 
around knee-deep in milk and honey 


finds 


amongst blooming roses 


surrounded by an ex 


land 


himself 


panse of dusty, barren some 


rocky, some rolling, some good 
bad; thistles, here and 


there, a fe iorns, now and then 


some 
with 
and maybe a little stubble in place 
to boot. 

Our 
that he is ina 


new realizing by now 


farmer! 


quandary, with doubt 


and uncertainty on eve hand 


turns away from his anti 


ipated par 


adise, seeks out neighboring “tiller 


} . ; 
isks for advice 


of-the-soil” and 
“Kind o’ 


tough sleddin fer city 


folks, the 
I happen t 


neighbor tells him 
thet farm; pretty 


Prob'ly take a few 


good 
know 
well run daown 
y'ars t’ bring it back; but it c’n be 
done, if yer go at it right. Do a 


little one-man farmin’, t’ begin with 


the 
aout the 


Buy yerself a 
on old Father 
thorns ‘n’ 


scythe ’n’ git 
Cut 


jump 
Time 
‘em t’ yer 
tickle his 
buv a ¢ 


thisles ‘n 
he'll lite ‘em t’ 
Then 
or two an ee 


give 
mule; 
palate 


with aow, an’ 


haow quick 
And 


way 


be a-rootir ter you 


themselve by the 
that’s 


pan out in 


And 
way it 


the 
the case of the 
tough 
with 


about the tenor of 


novice in apiculture al a 


beset 


i 
obstacles it 
which, in or to surmount 
require the ‘atecic 


ropo 
many way of suc- 
cess 
may use o! 
sometimes 


Les 


and even dras 


tic measures A 


unethical 
Berwick 
(Please turn to next page) 
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so aptly said: “Yer don’t ness’arily successful beekeeping and retard tives relating to foulbrood disease, 
hafta be in the cattle business, t’ their progress to a remarkable de- comes in. The old and time-worn 
hafta take the bull by the horns!” gree. proverb—‘‘an ounce of prevention is 
My extensive studies and vast ex- What I have always stressed at worth a pound of cure,” is doubly 
perience, in a lifetime of beekeeping, the outset for the beginner in bee- applicable to the bee business, and 
have more or less fortified me keeping (and this goes for the especially where foulbrood is con- 
against the ravages of the thorns’ gnarled and seasoned beekeeper as cerned. But I am not going to advo- 
and stubble, so often coincident with well, if he hasn’t learned his lesson) cate preventives from the stand- 
the grueling escapades of general is standard equipment in the line point of antibiotics, for I will frank- 
apiculture, and qualified me to speak of hives and internal fixtures. Any ly admit that I am not in favor of 
with authority and firm conviction frame that is not interchangeable the continual feeding (infusion) of 
on its varied topics of discussion. with another frame is an abomina- drugs, such as sodium sulfathiazole, 
Therefore, I dare venture to say, tion in the busy beekeeper’s apiary terramycin, and so forth, merely to 
that the novice will fare much better and should be discarded. Any hive halt temporarily the possibility of 
entering this highly specialized and body that is not standard size and infection. 
difficult field, with his sleeves rolled doesn’t fit interchangeably with any 
up and his brows sweating (and to. cther hive body in the bee yard will 
stick to this modus operandi until make a lovely box to put apples or 
such time as he has had at least a_ potatoes in, if you nail a bottom 
small measure of practical experi- onto it, or it will make a dandy ash- 
ence), than he would to delve into sifter if you tack a screen over the 
the project basing his hopes of suc- rim, but it’s no good as a hive body jg apout what it all adds up to in 
cess and progress on theory alone. if the beekeeper really wants to the long run anyhow. Actually, it is 
As Les Berwick has also wisely said: make a success of the bee business. like using eye-drops to “cure” 
“Anybody c’n play araound with a In my own apiary I even go so far myopia; or like taking sedatives to 
few hives, an’ keep a few bees; but as to outlaw any warped or mis-  offect 
it takes a heap o’ s’perience fer a  shapen frames, covers, or bottom 
man t’ play araound with a few boards that would, by their persist- 
hives an’ hev’ th’ bees keep him.” ent obstinacy, hinder the normal 
And this brings us to that little modus operandi consistent with dex- 
matter involving equipment; the terous and rapid manipulation of the 
“little” item that can so easily be- colonies. 
come the “big” stumbling block for And there is also that ever-lurk- 
the beekeeper, and forever stamp _ ing, hideous ogre—-bee disease, to be 
him as an amateur, or list him as an_ considered. Old, second-hand hives 
outstanding professional. If it were and frames containing brood combs 
not pathetic it would be amusing, to (new or old) that have had colonies 
see beekeepers (not all beginners, die out in them are just the thing in 
either) buying up old and odd-sized which to develop a ripe and rank 
hives, frames and covers at a bar- case of devastating foulbrood (either 
gain sale, that will in short order, variety), and right here is where the 
tend to jeopardize their chances for subject of “cures’’ versus preven- Vermont 


This persistent feeding of ‘‘dopes’”’ 
as a “cure” for foulbrood is nothing 
more than a compromise, and to me 
seems almost like putting the bees 
on crutches; for, insomuch as any 
permanent “cure” is concerned, that 


a “cure” for decayed and 
aching teeth. 

In contrast to all this, the only 
reliable safeguard against disease is 
total immunity to disease. This con- 
daition can be arrived at only by the 
breeding of disease resistant stock 
exclusively, and my _ apicultural 
efforts through the years have been 
pointedly directed toward that end, 
with very satisfactory results. I 
shall have more to say regarding 
this line-bred stock and its possi- 
bilities, in subsequent articles per- 
taining to bees and bee culture. 
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: of bee behavior with special refer- 

(benurar H. Hansell Passes ence to nectar and pollen gathering 
> activities, but during his long, useful 
service to the beekeeping industry 
had carried on research in nearly 
every phase of bee behavior. He 
knew pollen and nectar plants of 
California better than anyone else 
and was the author of “Nectar and 
Pollen Plants of California” as well 
as numerous other bulletins, circu- 
lars, and_= scientific and popular 
articles on beekeeping. He_ served 
the Kentucky Beekeepers Associa- 
tion and the California State Bee- 
keepers Association in the capacity 
of secretary-treasurer and was 
known to thousands of American 


With deep regret we report the 
sudden death of an _ outstanding 
teacher and research worker in bee- 
keeping, George H. Vansell, who 
passed away suddenly on October 
21 of a heart attack. 

Van, as he was known to his 
friends, was born in Muscotah, Kan- 
sas on January 8, 1892. He gradu- 
ated from Kansas University in 1915 
and received his M.S. degree from 
that institution in 1917. He also took 
graduate work at Harvard, Cali- 
fornia and Stanford in later years. 
He was a member of the faculty of 
the University of Kentucky from 
1915 to 1922 and of the University 
of California from 1922 to 1931 when 
he accepted a position with the 
USDA in Bee Culture at Davis, 
Calif. He held the rank of Apicul- 
turist from 1942 on. 

Mr. Vansell was a keen student J. E. Eckert, California 


beekeepers. 

He is survived by his wife, Jane, 
a son, two daughters and five grand- 
children. Van’s sage counsel and 
sound research will be sorely missed 
by the industry. 
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EVEN events in early beekeeping 

make Pennsylvania the _ key- 

stone of beekeeping. 
First, Langstroth, born in Philadel- 
phia, the space in 
1848 while working with his bees on 
land now by the University 
of Pennsylvania. This made possible 
the movable comb hive, the keystone 
of modern beekeeping. Second, Sam- 
uel Wagner, in 1869, the 
American Bee Journal, the keystone 
of American beekeeping literature. 
Third, Wagner, with Langstroth and 
Colvin of received the 
first Italian i859. Fourth, 
Wagner, Langstroth Charles 
Dadant produced the first 
honey extractors in country. 
Fifth, John S. Harbison, of New- 
castle, Penn., in 1857, moved 67 
colonies of from New Castle to 
San Diego, via the Isthmus of Pana- 
ma. Sixth, the 
section box for comb honey. Seventh, 
he also shipped the first carload of 
honey from California in 1873 on 
the first freight train of the 
transcontinental railroad, the South- 


modern 


discovered bee 


owned 


founded 


3altimore, 

bees in 
and 
one of 
this 


bees 


Harbison introduced 


first 


ern Pacific. 

As the keystone supports the arch, 
so the investigations, inventions and 
practices of these pioneers still sup- 
port modern beekeeping so essential 
to the great food producing program 
of today’s agriculture. 

Beekeeping Fifty Years Ago 

Log gums, straw skeps, box hives 
then housed a large proportion of 
the bees. A had hives 
but produced honey entirely in sec- 
tion These studied 
keeping and did their best to survive 


few modern 


boxes. few bee- 
against the odds due to bee disease. 
Whole apiaries were destroyed. Of- 
from dead 
the ground 
spread of 
about 


colonies were 
contributing 
Little 


how 


ten combs 
spread on 
to rapid 
known 


disease. 


was disease or 


December, 1954 


The Keystone of 
Modern Beekeeping 


by George H. Rea 


(Summarization of a talk 


Pennsylvania State Beekeepers A 


old in 


from dead 


to treat it. 
crude 


Much honey wa: 
cut 
the 


irom 


otten 
colonies, to further 
Honey 

called 
regarded as 


combs, 
spre id of 


old 


noney 


disease. black 


combs was wild and 


was honey, while 
the 
sidered 

Then there 
in those 
building a 
ing 
comb 


pure 


section was con 


fangled 


artificial 


“new 


arose a Star ol I ype 
sturdy souls who 


better 


were 
beekee! 


able 


world of 
Langstroth’'s 
There 
interest on the part of entom 


based on 


mov 
hive. was an increasing 
logist 
and horticulturists in tl use of 
‘ook 
Michiga 

and C 


hope 


bees for 
the 


workers in Washington 


pollination. : 
University of 
gave beekeepers new 
field and a new era for beek 
the An 


Pennsylvania 


Records 


Journal tell of the 


fron erican 
having 
1873. It is probable thi 
the Philadelphi: \ 
sociation was organized before that 
Fred that as 
used to thought he wa 
the first first 
ciation in Pennsylvania. In 


sociation 
Erie in 


peen organized 


now defunct 


Hahman of ociation 
that he 


secretary of the 


say 
ISSO 
those 
days were 
fortunate ir 


Pennsylvania 
the 
gressive leader 

Surface. His 
grounds of 

first 
other leaders 
Old Main Among 
others there of prominence were Dr 
E. F. Phillips, E. R. Root, C. P 
Dadant W Z 
Charles Stuart 
Association 
important 

of modern 
and 


beekeeper 
presence of an ag 
Entomologist H \ 
the 
My 
and 


aplary 
the State 
acquaintance 


Was on 
College 
with Surface 
began in meeting in 


building in 1905 


Hutchinson and 
The 
and is 
the 
beekeeping and in 


food production on 


Pennsylvania 


has playing al 


role in development 


bette 


the 


greater 


farms. Surface was an enthusiast 


about the use of bees for pollinatior 


He kept 
and he 


bee in his orchard 
ated 


Farmers 


own 


advo bees for pollina 


tion in Institute and 
group meetings 

The bee inspection law, an achieve 
the 


1908 


State Associatior Wa 


Without 


ment ot 


passed in funds, Sur 


before 


the 50th Anniversary of the 


ssociation 


the 


Inspec tors 


face secured right to appoint 


temporary who would 


volunteer to work without with 


their 


fer bees 


pay 


neighbor beekeepers to trans 
into modern equipment, de 
disease, introduce 
and 
This had 


strengthening the 


stroy queens of 


better stock trv to create better 


much to do with 


State 


interest 
Association 
and securing funds for inspection 
The these 


tee! appointee 


writer was volur 


and the 


one ol 


first 


In those 


carried 


days Farmers’ Institute 


the message of improved 
agriculture by team ot speaker 


Agri 
serve 


from the State Department of 


culture. It was my privilege to 


on one of these team several 


tor 
growing. I 
the 


on fruit 


the 


yvears 


talked 


speaking 
about wonders of 


how to keep bee 
new As 
held in 


tralr 


bee, pollination 


and about ocia 
The Institute 

requiring travel by 
sled 


places 


better our 


tion were 
winter 
sleigh or 

Road 
Snow or 


and often by bob 


buggy to meeting 
blocked 
Meeting places were 
but the 
numbers and 
thei 


were often with 
were deep mud 
cold 


larmers Came in 


often and draughty 
large 
hospitality grand in 


Was 


homes 
The sociation ha 


ilways 


Pennsvlivania A 


been active in the conception 


establishment and 


progress of re 


search, teaching and extension at 


t he 
the 


county asso 


College of Agriculture, inspiring 
etfective 


the 


beekeepe! in more 


latior and in gen 


eral welfare of beekeeping and it 


importance in fruit and seed pro 


duction 


By this organized effort a bee 


keeping almost ruined by antique 


methods and disease has evolved 
business 
Profe 
that the 


crop ol 


into an modern 
Recent figures 
sor E J 


value of 


important 
compiled by 
Anderson show 


innual the honey 


Pennsylvania is about $1,386,240 
§$473.000 
the 
the 


$5,293,180 


beeswax and, overshadow 


bees for 


the enor 


ing all, is value of 


pollination in state in 


mous sum ot 





Honey is Kind 


to Your Heart 


No. 4 


by D. C. Jarvis, M.D. 


S FAR as I am able to discover 

every machine of any impor- 

tance that may be purchased 
in the open market has with it a 
book of instructions the reading of 
which enables the purchaser to make 
simple adjustments when needed. 
Unfortunately, the human machine 
is not born into this world accom- 
panied by a book of instructions. We 
supposed to bring from our 
parents instincts which will guide us 
in the our human machine 
and protect it from harm. These in- 
stincts guide us during childhood but 
when we leave the land of childhood 
we leave these instincts behind us. 
They are no longer present to guide 
us in the care of our human ma- 
chine. 


are 


care of 


We have lost the instinct that tells 
us how to adjust our human machine 
when our emotions of fear, anger, 
grief and deep disgust are aroused as 
we live our business professional and 
private lives. We do not know what 
adjustments to make when we have 
sleepless nights wondering how we 
meet the urgent needs of the 
coming day, are going to 
meet a directors, under- 


may 
how we 
board of 


handed competition or straighten out 
a tangle that has arisen in our or- 
ganization. 

When the emotions are aroused 
the branch of the nervous system 
which spends the stored-up energy is 
thrown into increased activity. The 
adrenal glands increase their activ- 
ity and because of the emergency 
function they possess pour into the 
blood stream adrenin which serves to 
augment and prolong the activity of 
the branch of the nervous system 
which stored energy. This 
leads to strengthening of the heart 
beat, hastening the circulation of 
blood, suffusing the blood with 
stored sugar, opening more widely 
the air passages to the lungs and 
stopping digestion activities. 

Under primitive conditions 
device in the human body 
sponse to aroused emotions was of 
major importance one had 
to decide at once whether to fight or 
run, both of which required in- 
creased energy. But conditions under 
which we live have changed. Emer- 
gencies in these days most commonly 
call for self control and quiet think- 
ing. Nevertheless the primitive re- 
actions take place with results some- 
what comparable to opening the 
throttle of an idling motor. The 
effect on the machinery is not whole- 
some. When the’ emotions 
aroused the changes in the human 
body are all adapted to the putting 
forth of supreme muscular and nerv- 
ous effort. That was what primitive 
battle consisted of through countless 
myriads of generations—-a_ fierce 
physical contest of beast with beast 
and of man with man. 


spends 


this 
for re- 


because 


are 


We have lost the 
tells us 


instinct which 
how to terminate the effect 
upon our body of aroused emotions. 
We may rediscover it by studying 
both domesticated and wild animals. 
As we study them we learn the an- 
swer is potassium, natural sugars 
and acid. These three are found in 
honey for honey is acid in reaction, 
contains two needed sugars and is a 
good source of potassium. Honey 
contains more potassium than 
other mineral. The human 

needs but little potassium in 

to restore itself to a peaceful and 
quiet existence but this’ small 
amount is a necessity and must be 
furnished when needed. The human 
body works on a minimum of any- 
thing it needs to do its work. Po- 
tassium is a sedative to the human 
body and must be taken when a 
sedative is needed. 


any 
body 
order 


You can be kind to your heart if 
you use honey each day. When your 
emotions are aroused and your heart 
beat is speeded up and the beat is 
strengthened remember the brake on 
the heart mechanism is represented 
by potassium found in honey. You 
learn as you drive your car how to 
skillfully use its brake. Why not 
learn how to skillfully use the potas- 
sium brake provided by nature with 
which to control your emotions. This 
emotional brake is found in honey. 
By using it when needed you will 
have regained one of your lost in- 
stincts which nature intended you 
should possess. At the time 
will be kind to your heart by 
making its work easier. 


same 
you 


Vermont 


PLL OOOO 


From the 


Honey Plant 
Gardens 
by Melvin Pellett 


ROM 
interesting 


our correspondence 


and _in- 


come 
questions 

formation pertaining to bee pas- 
ture problems in 
which will be of 


various sections 


interest to readers. 
There are practical ways to remedy 
the especially those 
with smaller apiaries where limited 


situation, for 


Vitex incisa negundo is attractive in 


foliage and flower. 


furnishing 
bring 
the 


supplemental 
results 
brood 


acreage 


flows may noticeable 


in lengthening period of 
rearing. 

R. D. 
his problem: 


Ohio 
“I am a small beekeep- 
with 


Oglesby of writes of 


er of 50 colonies and faced 
the all-too-common problem of re- 
ceding pasture. Within a 
hundred feet of my apiary 

20-acre piece of ground about half 
and half and brush. 
Would it to have this 
cleared and planted in some kind of 


am 
bee few 
there is 
woods sod 
pay ground 


bee pasture? Icontrol this piece and 


could have it done if it would pay 


What would you suggest it be planted 
in? I would want something perma- 
nent which would require no further 
attention if possible....”’ 

We suggest the following: Wheth- 
er it will pay in a practical way to 
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devote land and labor to bee pasture 
alone is a debatable question. But 
there are many ways in which honey 
plants may be used to serve other 
purposes well and at the same time 
add to pasture. When a 
keeper has some control of farming 
operations, he may use in farm rota- 
tions some of the legumes to 
provide bee pasture. Any beekeeper, 
in making large or small plantings 
of trees or shrubs, 
varieties 


bee bee- 


best 


may select those 


which will in- 
tended purpose as well as being good 
honey plants. 
control of wasteland 
start the more aggressive 
honey plants adapted to the 
tion which should gradually 
and be helpful bee pasture. 
In my opinion, it would be doubt- 
ful whether it would pay in dollars 
and cents to clear land to plant bee 
pasture exclusively. However, I ex- 
pect that the land referred to is fur- 


serve an 


Beekeepers having 
areas may 
some of 
situa- 
spread 


nishing some bee forage already as 
many of our native trees yield pollen 
nectar or both. So one plan would 

to what honey and pollen 
plants are already there and add to 
them. 


be keep 
Perhaps you would eradicate 
kinds of do not 
nectar, chemical 
to 
nectar shrubs. 


some which 

by 
for 
Vitex incisa negundo 
is freely worked by bees over a 


brush 


yield possibly 


spray, make way some good 


long 
blooming period and I believe would 


grow in southern Ohio. Then there The < 


perennial honey ge 


mbination ol varieties sug 
are a 
plants 
which should grow 
out much attentio: 


is established. 


number of ted is good for a long 


blooming 
which 


you might introduce period However, when we have left 


and spread wit! clover ifter self-seeding. to grow a 


once a good start econd crop 


Plant ha 


rows 


although a thick stand 


Golden Honey 
or Wingstem is one 


sheltered 


volunteered ; for some 


which g in reason the secon has been d 


place as along timber ippointing 
edges. 
nip, Motherwort, C 
Plant and Wild Aster There 
long list of plants 
named for this 
the tres 
easy-to-grow Ru 
tarian Honeysuckle 

An 


following: 


Some others might be Cat rood 


Honey rm 


noney 
hapmar 


rotatior 


ince there are 


which uuld be } 1d 1 varieties 
Bird 


establi 


purpos 


among and shrub i il, al wer to 


perry 


inent pa 


Iowa ¢ 


orrespondent 


Here is 


acre or so th 


our 
we have an 
like to put in 
and would like y 

plan: Early ne 

bushel of oats and 
sweet 


permanent 


clovers Hubam 

low and some regular 
That 

long-lasting bee 


bien! 
and white would 
we added some 

How 

don’t cut 


clover. 
we 
disc it down 
a. time would 
clovers 
We 


sweet 


give 
sure 
clover 
stand is eas 


and is a 
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The XV International Congress 


By Jas. I. 
Agricultural Research Service, 
NOTHER apicul- 
tural congress is now a matter 
of record 
another country 
its charm and 
host to the beekeepers 
corners of the world 
Copenhagen, Denmark, 
September 4, 1954. 


international 


and 
demonstrated 
efficiency in 
from the far 
who met at 
August 30 to 


and 
has 


memory, 


being 


3eekeepers 
One 
tion 


bees, 


not unlike bees. 
always marvels at the perfec- 
and orderliness of a colony of 
how without visible 
dence of a guiding hand or head its 
work is accomplished. It is the in- 
visible spirit and the will to live and 
to work together that welds the sep- 
arate units into a purposeful whole 
The beekeepers of many nations and 
tongues became one body at Copen- 
hagen. The flux was their own feel- 
ing of friendship while all the ma- 
terial wants were there through the 


are 


any evi- 


December, 1954 


Hambleton, U. S. 


Townst 


Sanders 
Mr 


Connect 


Department of Junct 


Entomology 


Claude 


Mr 


Agriculture 
irch Brancl Yates 
Woodrow 


tive of 


Rese cut 


Beekeepin 


the dele 


magic and effort of the 
Mr. B 
Hansen, president of the Cong! 
and Dr. Ole head <« 
beekeeping worl 
mark. 
At the 


keepers 


Feder 


and unobtrusive Schwa 


con 


Hammer the 


Den. Piled at the ek f ress 


but 
led ir 
ind that 


econd. Den 


research 
it wa rumored 
attendance witl 


congress there were bee 4 
- ; England wa 
from than 


from 


more 


twenty 


Gern Switzerland 


countries 

from both 
Political 
among 

Everyone 
exercised 
and to criticize 
the first 
U.S.S.R. sent 


Japan to Canada and 
the Iron Curtain 


that m: 


SI iin Was repre 
sides of 


upporters of 
Mr 
Madrid 


the person of 


differences ; 
weblion il meetings 
« ons 


were not ‘ 
ipeZa ot 
was weicome an 


right to ¢ 


Russia 


nt Ww 
one the ‘ 


Tokyo Uni 


iki o 
partk 


for 
The 
gates, and both 


time in several 


clentitfi« papers were 
that it 


two 


two oft 
Fast and We 
many were represented 
and the United States bettered 
their attendance over the two previ 
Dr Mre. C. A 
and Harry W 


fered for reading became 


necessary to have sessions 


Thus 
hear 


run 

per 
than 
paper 


well 
ning simultaneously 
able to 


papers 


one 
ada Ws 
Was 


the 


not more 


The 


given 
ous congresses. ‘<i 


Jamieson, Mr 


and 


Mrs. (Continued on page 475) 





You behed 
ne... 


Wallace Coleman, Florence, S. C. 

twelve hives of bees and 
every winter I have trouble keeping 
worms out of the hives. I have them 
two feet from the ground on a bench 
with the legs setting in cans of oil. 
I have one hive on the ground but 
have no trouble with it. How can I 
keep the butterflies out of the hives? 


I have 


You want to know 
the butterfly out of the hives. I 
presume that you mean wax moth 
miller. There is no way, really, to 
keep them out of the hive. If your 
colonies are strong in bees, they will 
take care of the moth. There may be 
moth eggs layed in the hive, but as 
long as your bees are strong in popu- 
lation, the moth will not do too much 
damage, the bees will find the wax 
moth larvae and carry it out. The 
strain of bees play a big part in the 
wax moth situation. Black bees are 
docile and will put up with the wax 
moth, and eventually the colony is 
destroyed. 3 banded Italian, or Star- 
line hybrid bees will keep the wax 
moth under control as long as the 
strength of the colony is good. 

Setting your colonies on a bench 
with the bench legs setting in cans 
of oil is an excellent way of keeping 
ants out of the hives, which is im- 
portant, but will not keep the wax 
moth out as they fly. Most of the 
moth damage is done at night, and 
in the fall of the year. 


how to keep 





Noel A. Parks, Hamden, Mo. 

I have had two years’ experience 
in keeping bees, having seven colo- 
nies now. I have one colony that is 
Would you advise me to 
try to clean it up with sulfa? 


diseased. 


I believe in sulfathiazole very 
much, for the prevention of A.F.B. 
And I believe diseased colonies that 
haven't gotten too bad can be cured 
by the faithful use of sulfathiazole. 
But, I also maintain that only an 
experienced knows just 
how to go about it, without spread- 
ing the disease to all the other 
colonies. 

I would suggest, 
comparatively new beekeeper, 
you gas the bees in that 


beekeeper 


since you are a 


that 
colony, 


(See next page) 
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» R Wendell Shore ertising Committee of Ce 
Board; Mrs. Clarence ’ <a Board Chairman: Nina 
Warren, daughter of Chief Justice y: Jfarren; Mrs. Hood Littlefield 
field, Co-Chairman of the Advertising Committee Hans Schumacher, Re 
tee Chairman; and Clarence Ward, member of the Board 


This scene took place on the citrus ranch of beekeeper Clarence Ward in Azusa, 
California. The a of the occasion was for some publicity and movie news shots 
for National Honey eek. Miss Nina “Honey Bear” Warren is currently attending the 
University of California at Los Angeles. She is a great booster for California agriculture 
as is her famous father, Earl Warren, formerly Governor of California. She won the 
hearts of all who worked with her on the publicity production by her gracious and 
cooperative spirit. The whole industry is indebted to Miss Warren for the boost she 
has given National Honey Week. 


Advi ory 








California Honey Goes on Television 





Bob Hartman, Hemet beekeeper and member of the California Honey Advisory 
Board, was the star on “Panorama Pacific,” a telecast which originates in Los Angeles 
over the Columbia Broadcasting System and is released in San Francisco, Los Angeles 
and San Diego. 

This was a 15-minute program, the first part of which was taken up with the funda- 
mentals of beekeeping. The second part was the discussion of beeswax candles. The 
props for this part of the show were furnished by Bee Industries of Alhambra. The 
third and most important part was honey itself. 

In the picture, left to right are Kermit Wilson, Manager of the California Honey 
Advisory Board; George Wolf, who does all the agricultural activities on the show; and 
Bob Hartman, beekeeper. : 

Notice that the cameramen and the director have bee veils, a touch of humor which 
the producer decided to add for publicity. 
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For the 
by Frank E. 


I hope other beekeepers had a 
better year with the bees than I 
had. The honey situation looked very 
promising, but then the dry hot 
weather hit. This fall, when I pre- 
pared my bees for winter, I had to 
kill some very fine queens and unite 
together in order to get 
some of them through the winter. I 
don’t know how many will survive 
until early spring. They definitely 
will have to be fed then. Many of 
my friends who have bees had to do 
the same thing. 

The has asked, 
“Why not close the bottom entrance 
completely in winter, leaving only an 
auger hole in the back of the hive 
near the top?” There are always 
some bees that die in the hive in 
vinter. On warm days when the 
bees can fly, they carry the dead 
bees out. It has been my experience 
that if the bottom entrance is not 
left partially open, the bees have no 
way to remove the dead bees from 
the hive, and in the spring there will 
be a gummy, moldy mess of 
bees on the bottom board 
makes an_ undesirable 
within the hive. 

In the bee colony it is always sur- 
vival of the fittest. Any old 


colonies 


question been 


dead 
which 
condition 


bees 
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Beginner 


McLaughlin 


that are worn out are carried out by 
the other left to die The 
same followed with 
young bees that are crippled or 
formed in 


and 
procedure is 


bees 


de- 
any way. 

has ended 
for the bees they will, at different 


When summer activity 


times on warm days, scrub the en- 
trance Why they do this is 
not the entrance board 
always looks the same to me after 
they do this as it did before 


board. 
known as 


On warm days in winter when the 
sun is shining, the bees are apt to 
have play flights. This very much 
resembles robbing. They will 
around the hive within a 


25 feet or so. 


fly 
radius of 
will be coming 
out of the hive and entering the hive 
This keeps up for 


Bees 


around five min 
utes, then as though they have had 
their romp, they settle down as be 
fore. 

To every 
warmest 


reader I 
friendship and 
for a Merry Christmas and 
New Year. I 
my 


extend my 


best wishe 
a Happy 
very 


appreciate much 


letters from beekeepers every 


where and enjoy trying to help them 
over some of the rough spots. I hope 
to be of more the 


coming year. 


assistance in 





You rtshed 
for Te... 


the 
equipment for 20 


burn boil all 


minutes to a 


the 
half 
household lye 
the 
equipment 


combs, and 


hour in water and 
solution, 
until all 
boiled 


of clear 


turning 
the 
Rinse the equipment in plenty 


equipment 
has been 


water, allow to dry before 


using. I won't say that boiling in lye 
100° but it is the 


know to short 


water 1s 
thing that I 
of burning all of the equipment. 

You 
ina 


safe 
best do, 
there is 
yard that 
spread in so many 
whole 


see, if one colony 


bee is diseased, it can 
until your 
The 
the dis- 
spread it by 


ways 


yard is diseased. bees 


can spread it by robbing 


eased colony; you can 


using the same tools and equipment 
when working the bees. So, extreme 
precaution must be taken, when dis- 


ease is in the yard. 





John Krueger, Deloit, lowa 

I have a bee yard located in aver- 
age farm territory. These bees are 
wintered colonies and were supered 
with When I 
extracted the honey from these colo- 
nies about |, 


drawn comb = supers. 
was granulated. Some 
in every combs were 
given to the 


early summer. 


super. These 


absolutely dry when 
bees in and 
The about 


and flavor for this locality. 


Are that the 
bees may have worked on that would 
this? Or dry 
sugar early in the spring cause this? 
My other yards Go not 
that way. 

Yes honey granu- 
late much faster than others. Alfalfa 
honey, for 
rapidly 


spring 


honey is average color 


there any flowers 


cause would feeding 


seem to be 


some types ol 


instance, granulates very 


Some the 
combs after extracting without 
the 


are 


beekeepers store wet 
put 

for 
used 
The 
the 
Then when the 
combs are given to the bees the next 


ting them back on bees 
and 
the 


honey 


cleaning up 
again until 
little bit of 
combs will granulate 


they not 


next season 


clinging to 


season, the new honey will granulate 
the small 
seen in the combs, 
they are there. All extracted 
should be given back to 
long enough for the bees to 
the honey off of the 
and frames, before storing away 


also. Sometimes granules 
but 
combs 


the 


cannot be 


bees 
clean 


excess combs 
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Recent Russian Research 

A new booklet of 40 pages by the 
Bee Research Association is entitled 
“Some Russian 
on Bees and Beekeeping.” 
tions are by Marie Simpson. 
of the subjects treated are 
Behavior of Queens, Development of 
Instinct, Artificial In- 


Researches 
Transla- 


Recent 


Some 


Swarming 


crease, Queen Rearing, Reciprocal 
Feeding Between Bees, Behavior of 
Bees, Mating of Queen and Drone, 
When are Drones Sexually Mature, 
Honeydew Honey. 

Copies of the booklet may be ob- 
tained by sending 75c to Hon. Pub- 
lications Secretary, 2 
Bromley, Kent, England. 


Northover, 





Kenneth Hazard, Beeville 
Apiaries, Highland Park, 
Michigan, really caught the 
spirit of the Michigan Hon- 
ey Week celebration at the 
State Fair in Detroit in 
these pictures. Maxine 
(right) in a Chevrolet con- 
vertible waved her greetings 
in a ten-mile parade before 
200,000 people. She was also 
seen each night in parade 
at the Fair Grounds. The 
Detroit district Chevrolet 
people furnished convertible 


5 


i 
EAT MICHIG 


AN HONEY. 


Me < 


Dr. Eva Crane’s Trip 
To North America 

The Central Association 
keepers, Mrs. M. E. Horton, Sec., at 
8 Gloucester Gardens, Ilford, Essex, 
England, has reprinted from the Bee 
World Dr. Crane’s address to Euro- 
pean Beekeepers on her 
trip North America in 1953. I 
had previously read it in the Bee 
World, but the bulletin is fascinating 
and was eagerly re-read, particular- 
ly the comparison of their beekeep- 
ers and beekeeping to ours here in 
America. The 16-page pamphlet 
available from the address above at 
1/6 or we here at the American Bee 
Journal will be glad to have orders 
for copies at 25c each and expedite 
them to England for you. 


of Bee- 


meetings 
to 


is 





Eastern Regional Honey Queen 

R. B. Willson, Regional Chairman 
for the National Honey Week Cam- 
paign, sends this picture pretty 
Miss Joan Upton of New York City, 
who was Honey Queen for 
the observance National Honey 
Week, October 25-30. The entire 
food trade, including honey packers, 
wholesalers, and _ all 
foods, carried out elaborate 
the promotion 
this period. 


o! 


chosen 


of 


retailers of 


plans 
for 


of honey during 





On Parade 


and driver, with money for 
signs and decorations. Said 
the signs: ‘“‘Maxine Koss 

1954 Michigan Honey 
Queen” and “For a Honey 
of a Car Buy a Chevrolet.” 
The float in the picture at 
bottom left sat in front of 
the Chevrolet Exhibit Hall 
where hundreds of _ thou- 
sands of people passed it 
and read “Eat Michigan 
Honey You'll Favor the 
Flavor.” Third picture is the 
honey float that followed 


the queen in the parade. 
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This year Missouri again had a very successful 
State Fair and one of the most attractive exhibits was 
the honey and beeswax exhibit in the Apiculture De- 
partment. Quality was high and competition keen. Pro- 
fessor C. F. Stiles, Oklahoma A & M, was the judge. 
Edward (Buz) Christian of Sedalia took top honors 
(top, left); with Carl Kalthoff, Lexington, a close second 
(lower right). The number of entries in honey cookery 
was low. Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Cox, Springfield, was the 
judge. 


One of the highlights occurred when Mrs. Christian 
presented the Governor with samples of the Blue Ribbon 
comb and extracted honey. The Commissioner of Agri- 
culture, L. C. Carpenter, and the Fair Secretary, Ross 
Ewing, were also presented with honey. One of the most 
interesting exhibits was the 4 x 6 screened cage with 
a complete colony of (top right). It was seldom 
that there were not people gathered to watch the bees, 
especially when Julius Anderson, State 
gave demonstrated talks on the colony and how to 
The weather was hot and the bees irritable 
so the audience was usually successful in their desire to 
see the demonstrator get stung. 


bees 
Entomologist, 


handle bees. 


As a suggestion for such a hive exhibit, a 6 x 6 
cage would be more satisfactory, with a wooden outlet 
instead of the tin stove pipe which was used at the Fair 
The tin become too hot for the bees to use except in the 
early morning and late evening. A light misting with 
water several times a day kept the bees comparatively 
quiet. 


Julius R. Anderson, State Entomologist 
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Boosting Honey 
Markets 


food 


Wisconsin Department of plugged for 
health during the broad 
casts of the University of Wisconsin football games in 
1954. The same action will be taken 
Zames during the 1954-55 
consin broadcasting stations participate 


honey as a and energy 


for the basketball 


winter Thirty Wis 


season 





Association News 

Vernon G. Howard, Milwaukee, at 
the association meeting October 29, 
was unanimously elected State Pres- 
ident. He served two years as first 
vice- president, as treasurer, and as 
chairman of the legislative commit- 
tee. He is manager of Howard's 
Honey House, a retail and wholesale 
outlet. In the past several years he 
has also been an inspector for the 
Department of Agriculture. 

At the 76th annual convention 
banquet, President William Judd 
presented a trophy of award to Rev. 
Louis Moser as Wisconsin beekeeper 
of the year. He was selected for the 
honor by the District Chairmen. He 


=) 


is a resident and a beekeeper in the 
Southeastern District. 
ts * * 

First Annual Beekeeper of the Year 

The Wisconsin State Beekeepers 
Association through its wise and re- 
sourceful District Chairmen will pre- 
sent some member beekeeper with 
a trophy or similar item significant 
of his record during the past year. 

The District Chairmen shall each 
select one beekeeper from his dis- 
trict, shall present his or her name 
to the other Chairmen, advance the 
cause of his choice by all fair means 
and participate in the balloting to 
select the winner who must receive 
more votes than any other contes- 
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Above: Registration group at the Arkansas State Meeting at Harrison. 


man. 
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Below: P. L. Blackshire (left), Rev. McLester, President Smith, and Inspector Free- 
Blackshire receives capping plane, the grand prize at the drawing. 





tant. This selection shall be made at 
a closed meeting the evening before 
the general convention opens and re- 
sults kept until the presentation by 
the winner’s District Chairman at 
the annual banquet. Once designated 
Beekeeper of the Year the winner is 
thereafter ineligible for further nom- 
ination. Officers of the Association 
may well decline nomination during 
their terms of office. 

We know there 
study the persons and records in 
each district so as not to unfairly 
overlook anyone.. All District Chair- 
men shall participate in order that 
the final selection be of utmost 
value to their constituents and the 
person selected. 


will be need to 


7. * * 
Officers for 1955 

The following officers were elected 
for the coming year: President, Ver- 
non G. Howard, Milwaukee; Vice 
President, Harold Richter, White- 
hall; 2nd Vice President, M. L. Os- 
borne, Beloit; Rec. Sec. Treas, Mrs. 
Louise Bruggeman, Menomonee 
alls; Cor. Sec., Alan Vosburg, Ft. 
Atkinson. 

A committee was appointed to 
study means for raising money for 
honey promotion and advertising. 





pbuhansas 


Eleventh Annual Meeting 





There were over 150 beekeepers at 
the Arkansas eleventh annual meet- 
ing at the Lyric Theater in Harrison, 
Oct. 11. Dr. Charles Lincoln, En- 
tomologist from the University, was 
the principal speaker at the morning 
session, on “The Beekeeper and In- 
secticides.” M. G. Dadant, of the 
American Bee Journal, the 
principal speaker at the afternoon 
session, on “Royal Jelly, and the 
Beeswax.” 


was 


Uses of 
W. H. Smith was re-elected Presi- 
dent; Homer Richard, Eldorado, re- 
elected Vice President; Mrs. Rea H 
Davis, Secretary. Galen Price of 
Harrison was recommended to the 
Governor to replace S. J. Head on 
the Apiary Board. Guy Shaw, a 
member of the State Executive Com- 
mittee, presented a_ resolution to 
suggest a five-member Apiary Board 
so that each of the four associations 
of the state would have a 
sentative on the board, with 
member at large. It was 
mended for further study. 


repre- 
one 


recom- 


The next annual meeting will be 
in Little Rock.-Mrs. Gladys McKay. 
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Western Washington 

We had one of the worst bee years 
in my memory and I cut my teeth 
on a beehive. We had a short crop 
in 1953 which left the hives short of 
winter stores. Our bee year starts in 
March when we make our first feed 
inspection and around the 15th of 
March we check again and add pol- 
len to help brood rearing. Our first 
honey from soft maple starts about 
April 15. At this time we must have 
our bees inspected for A.F.B., lathed 
and screened, ready to move to the 
apple orchards. I move about 200 
and it is 340 miles one way. 

The weather for the first two 
weeks in April was from 19 at night 
to 45-50 daytime. The hardly 
flew and I believe our gray bees 
will fly better at low temperature 
than the yellow ones will. The bees 
were light and weak when we moved 
out of the apples. 

We moved into the last of the wild 
blackberry flow on our return trip 
but again the bees just made a liv- 
ing. All through spring and until 
the middle of July the bees could 
not store any honey and the weaker 
ones had to be fed. The vetch flow 
usually starts around the middle of 
June but this year it was so cold 
and wet I only moved 100 colonies 
into the vetch and kept the rest close 
where I could feed them. The last 
half of June and the first half of 
July we had our summer. I got some 
increase made during this time but 
no queens raised. Nine months of 
rain and cold weather is one sure 
way to control swarming. 

During this time the fireweed, 
which is our main flow, was growing 
well and the outlook was rosy, ideal 
weather, with plenty of moisture in 
the ground, a temperature around 
70-75, and humidity of 20-30%, fog 
in the morning, clearing off around 
11. But this year the temperature 
stayed down. The plants developed 
to a certain point, but as it was so 
cold and wet, only about a third 
of them bloomed. Bees would rob 
any day all through the flow. As 
near as I can remember we had two 
or three days of good flow. As a 
result of all this my average per 
colony was six pounds. Two years 
ago it was 175 pounds. 

These conditions were general over 
western Washington and the western 
parts of Oregon and British Colum- 


bees 


December, 1954 


I understand 
bee 


bia. Ore 
gon men are melting up their 
equipment. This is the second poor 
year for us on the coast. 


some of the 


The fireweed is a wild flower that 
grows on logged off lands after the 
timber is cut and lasts 
10-15 years. We have few flows from 
cultivated crops, only vetch, and that 
is going out. Now as soon as the 
timber is logged off, they plant the 
land to trees in reforestation, so our 
natural pastures will soon be short. 
Apparently all business goes through 
periods of readjustment and bee- 
keepers will have to do that here in 
Western Washington. 

Roy L. Cox, Elma 


once seeded 





Vudiana 





Crop 

Indiana's production 
ped to one of the 
recorded in The 1954 
total production 4,628,000 
pounds as compared to 6,300,000 in 
1953; 6,840,000 in 1952 and 8,160,000 
in the peak year 1951. It will be 
noted that there has been a con- 
tinual decline in honey production in 
Indiana since 1951, with the biggest 
drop this year. 


honey drop- 


lowest figures 
recent years. 


was 


The Hoosier Honeys 

The Hoosier 
following 
year: 

President, Mrs. Forrest Nicholas, 
R. No. 3, Auburn; Vice President, 
Mrs. Wesley Collings, Bloomingdale; 
Secretary, Mrs. Paul Champ, Twelve 
Mile. 

Our records show that Indiana has 
a surprisingly large number of wom- 
en who are actual that 
is, they personally bees 
from the hiving of swarms to the 
removing of and preparing 
and marketing the honey. 


Honeys elected the 


officers for the coming 


beekeepers; 
handle the 


supers 


Many of these are expert bee- 
keepers with records of management 
and honey production rivaling that 
of our expert men beekeepers. Quite 
a few of women beekeepers 
are members of the State Associa- 
tion and are subscribers to a number 
of bee magazines. Possibly our oldest 
woman beekeeper in Indiana is Mrs. 
Nancy Clark county 
Mrs. Gibbons is 91 years of age and 


these 


Gibbons of 


our inspection records show that 
in ten 
are well cared 
Mrs 


required 


her five colonies of bees, all 
modern 
for and 


Gibbons 


frame hives, 
in splendid 


does all the 


condition. 
work 
in handling these bees 


Colorado 


13 Radio Stations Air 
National Honey 








Week Program 


Thirteen Colorado radio stations 
carried a program about honey and 
culture Honey 
Week. This 13.5-minute program de- 


scribed the 


bee during National 
beekeeping industry in 
the honey, and 
the value of bees as pollinators. Mel 
Eckard of the Colorado A and M 
News and Radio Service, interviewed 
Joseph Moffett on this program. 
The stations carrying this program 
were KVOD and KIMN (Denver), 
KBNZ (La Junta), KEXO (Grand 
Junction), KCOL (Fort Collins), 
KFKA (Greeley), KGIW (Alamosa), 
KUBC (Montrose), KLMR 
KRAI (Craig), KFTM (Fort Mor- 
gan), KSLV (Monte Vista), and 
KRDO (Colorado Springs). 


* . * 


Colorado, uses of 


(Lamar), 


Two Articles Sent to 
Newspapers by Ken Goodrich 
Ken Goodrich of the Colorado A 
and M News and Radio Service sent 
two articles to newspapers through- 
out Colorado just before National 
Honey Week. A the papers 
that carried these articles were the 
Colorado Press, the 
Colorado Springs News, the Monte 
Vista Journal, the Meeker Herald, 
the Ignacio Chieftain, the Antonito 
Ledger-News, the La Jara Gazette, 

and the Delta Independent. 

These two articles told about Na- 
tional Honey Week and the beekeep- 
ing industry in Colorado. 


few of 


Springs Free 





XV International Congress— 
(Continued page 469) 


field of 
If there was any concentration 


trom 


covered the whole beekeep- 
ing. 
in topics, it was in bee diseases. A 
short discussion period followed the 
Here as else- 
where during the congress our able 
Miss Nora Baldensperg 
er of Nice, France, and Dr. Gertrude 
Kolisko of Great Britain, helped us 
out of many difficulties. These re- 
markable women are at home in 
several languages and were the busi- 
est persons at the congress. 


reading of each paper 


translator 


There was talk that at future con- 


rresses encouragement would be 
gz 








given to the inclusion of more papers 
on practical beekeeping. These meet- 
ings must be kept well balanced in 
order to be of interest and great 
benefit to all branches of the 
keeping industry. 

No account of the congress should 
be attempted without including a 
discussion of ‘““Apimondia,”’ the name 
adopted for the international organ- 
ization of beekeepers. At the mo- 
ment the name is more real than the 
organization. The form of the latter 
has been discussed at previous con- 
gresses and at special meetings 
called for the purpose. The 
and aims of the proposed organiza- 
tion have been the subject of many 
heated debates by our European col- 
leagues. It is not possible in this 
article to give the history of the past 
efforts to organize on a world-wide 
scale or even to give a clear picture 
of its present status. If Apimondia 
does nothing more than sponsor and 
give stability and precedent to future 
congresses, its existence would be 
justified. 

The secretary-general of Apimon- 
dia, Dr. Otto Morgenthaler, called an 
open meeting of all beekeepers in at- 
tendance at the congress. One mat- 
ter of business was to accept one of 
the invitations for the next congress 
which were pending from Spain, Al- 
geria, France, Austria, and Yugo- 
slavia. To expedite matters, voting 
was confined to the official delegates 
from the various countries. After 
several ballots, the meeting was con- 
fronted by a tie vote between France 
and Austria. Three more ballots 


bee- 


scope 


Mr. and Mrs. B. Schwartz-Hansen of Copenhagen. 


sen was the efficient and hard-working president of the Con- 
gress. 
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and Austria won. The XVI Inter- 
national Apicultural Congress as a 
consequence will be held in Vienna, 
Austria, in 1956. 

To defray expenses of operating 
the office of the secretary-general it 
was voted that each country caring 
to support the organization would 
be asked to pay a minimum of 10 
English pounds annually, or for the 
United States, $28. 

Dr. Morgenthaler, recently retired 
as head of the famous government 
bee research laboratory at Liebefeld, 
Bern, Switzerland, and who has car- 
ried most of the burden of Apimon- 


dia, voiced his desire to turn the 
reins over to someone else, but he 
was finally persuaded to hold the 
office until the next congress. A 


man known and respected through- 
out the bee world, Dr. Morgenthaler 
is ideally suited for this post. He 
knows not only the language of bees 
but the languages of beekeepers, 
whether they speak English, 
man, French, or Italian. 

Apimondia deserves our active 
support, a support which beekeepers 
in other countries would appreciate. 
Beekeepers of the United States are 
highly thought of throughout Eu- 
rope. Sometimes I found it a little 
embarrassing when European bee- 
men talked in such glowing terms of 
American beekeeping. It was also 
obvious that many beekeepers would 
welcome an invitation from _ the 
United States to hold a congress. 
They want to see what we are doing 
and get acquainted with us. 

The meeting at Copenhagen spon- 


Ger- 


Mr. Han- 


International beekeepers, left to right: M. Cabezas, Spain; 


Dr. Otto Morgenthaler, Switzerland ; 


Great Britain; 
of the American Beekeeping Federation. 





r. H. Gontarski, 
many; Mrs. and Dr. Antonio Balli, Italy; Dr. D. J. Campbell, 
Woodrow Miller, United States, representative 


Ger- 





sored several submeetings of special 
groups. I shall mention only three. 
Monday and Tuesday following the 
congress, all the research workers 
were invited to meet at the bee re- 
search laboratory at Strodem, about 
25 miles from Copenhagen. Close 
to 60 persons used the two days to 
discuss research problems of com- 
mon interest. The group numbered 
many famous names in bee research. 

Dr. Anna Maurizio, of the Liebe- 
feld, Switzerland, bee laboratory, 
called together a group interested in 
honey and pollen plants. Dr. Mau- 
rizio heads the commission for Bee 
Botany of the International Union 
tor Botanical Sciences. This group 
of research workers is fostering in- 
vestigations in pollen 
honeydew, nectar secretion, 
tion of bees against poisoning, and 
cther bee-plant relationships. 

At another meeting the editors of 
the bee journals discussed how to 
facilitate the exchange of informa- 
tion and to cooperate more closely 
for the good of beekeeping through- 
out the world. The moving spirit of 
this meeting was Dr. Eva Crane 
editor of the Bee World and director 
of the Bee Research Association of 
Great Britain. It is too bad that 
none of our own bee journal editors 
were present. Since the editors are 
the voice of the bee industry, noth- 
ing but good can come from the 
closest possible collaboration among 
these influential men and women. 
It was good to note that our 
journals are universally considered 
to rank high. 


analysis, 
protec- 


own 


Dr. Eva Crane, editor of Bee World and director of the Bee 
Research Association, in front of the Danish sign proclaiming 
the Congress. 





Part of the 175 French beekeepers who attended the Con- 
gress, posing in front of the famous Danish mermaid in the 


harbor at Copenhagen. 
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THE AUSTRALASIAN BEEKEEPER 
The senior beekeeping journal of the 
Southern Hemisphere provides a com- 
pete cover of all beekeeping topics in 
world’s largest honey pro- 
ducing counteies. Published monthly 
by Pender Bros. Pty. Ltd., Box 20, 
P.O., Maitland, 3N. N.S.W., Australia. 
Subscription by Bank Draft or Inter- 


one of the 








national M.O.18/- (approx. $2.15) per 
year, post free. Sample copy free on 
request. 


weeecee oe oe om eo eo ew ooo ooo ooooror = 


Renew Your Subscription 








The series of articles by Dr. Jarvis on honey as an influence on bodily health 
has been so popular and request for reprints so insistent that we have combined 
most of these articles in a series of ten sheets, some sheets containing two, and 
These reprints are available as follows: 


Use of Honey to Relieve Migraine 


Use of Honey in Feeding the Growing Child 

How to Age Slowly With the Aid of Honey 
Honey, the Ideal Food Supplement 

Use of Honey in Prevention of Polio 

Use of Honey in Maintaining the Efficiency of the 


Use of Honey During Pregnancy 


Use of Honey when the Child Is Cutting Teeth 


Use of Cappings and Honey in Sinusitis 
ALL PRICES POSTPAID 
100 — $1.50; 


Be sure to stipulate by number the reprint you want and 
send all orders direct to 


AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL Hamilton, Illinois 


Honey and Health 


Uses of Honey 


500 — $6.00; 1,000 — $10.00 
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Oregon State Beekeepers Assoc. 
Medford, Dec. 3-4 

The Oregon State Beekeepers As- 
sociation will hold its annual con- 
vention at Medford on December 3 
and 4 with headquarters at the Med- 
ford Hotel. Friday, the 3rd, the pro- 
gram will deal with pollination and 
allied problems, climaxed by a panel 


discussion of pollination problems. 
Saturday, the 4th, there will be 
speakers on various topics of in- 


terest to beekeeping. The State En- 
abling Act will also be presented 
and discussed. This will be an im- 
portant meeting for all members. 
Oliver Petty, Sec’y 





Colorado Beekeepers Assoc. 
Denver, Dec. 13-14 
The Colorado Beekeepers Associa- 
tion will hold its annual convention 
at the Auditorium. Hotel in Denver 
on December 13 and 14. 
G. H. Rose, Program Chairman 





Westchester Co. Beekeepers Assoc. 
New Rochelle, N. Y., Dec. 19 

The Westchester County Beekeep- 
ers Association will hold its next 
meeting at 2:30 P.M., Sunday, Dec. 
19 at the Odd Fellows Hall, 20 Lock- 
wood Ave., New Rochelle, N. Y. At 
this time we will have our Christ- 
mas party. Movies will be shown, 
refreshments will be served and a 
good time will be had by all. All 
beekeepers and their friends are in- 
vited. 

Carlton E. Slater, Publicity 





Middlesex Beekeepers Assoc. 
Waltham, Mass., Dec. 18 
The next meeting of the MIDDLE- 
SEX COUNTY BEEKEEPERS’ AS- 
SOCIATION (MASS.) is scheduled 
for Saturday, December 18, at the 
Waltham Field Station. Inasmuch as 
this will be our Christmas meeting, 
arrangements are being made for 
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an exchange of small gifts among 
the members. 

Because of the many requests the 
association receives to present bee 
exhibits for various organizations, a 
committee has been established to 
plan and produce both indoor and 
outdoor exhibits which can be used 
when such requests are received. The 
association feels that the efforts of 
the committee will be most worth- 
while in presenting to the public 
information on bees and beekeeping. 

L. C. Proctor, Secretary 





American Beekeeping Federation 
Jan. 25-29, 1955 
Program 

The program for the Annual Con- 
vention of the American Beekeeping 
Federation is nearly complete. As 
previously announced, the main 
theme is Marketing. Mr. S. Joaquin 
Watkins and Mr. Roy Grout have 
prepared a fine program. They have 
arranged for the leading marketing 
specialists in North America to ap- 
pear on the marketing section of 
the program. 

The research section presents: The 
latest information on influence of 
soil fertility on legume seed produc- 
tion and new information on colony 
condition and placement for effective 
pollination; the use of genetics in 
breeding a better bee; the latest re- 
search in handling honey by the 
beekeeper, packer, and commercial 
consumer and the latest research re- 
sults in the use of. antibiotics in 
controlling diseases, discussed by the 
men who have developed the re- 
search. 

Mrs. Schaefer, the President of 
the Ladies Auxiliary, has announced 
an interesting program and social 
gathering for the ladies. 

The “500” club will have its usual 
instructive meeting. A group of non- 
commercial beekeepers have re- 
quested a special meeting for one of 
the evenings. 

The Honey Advisory Council will 
report on its achievements in a spe- 
cial meeting. 

Every effort is being made to 
make this convention as interesting 
and informative as possible. Regis- 
tration cards for reservations at the 
Sherman Hotel, Chicago, convention 
headquarters, may be obtained from 


R. H. Banker, Secretary, Cannon 
Falls, Minnesota. These cards will 
then be honored by the Sherman for 
a reservation by mail. 

The Cook DuPage Association is 
host and a fine entertainment has 
been prepared by that association. 
They say they expect 1000 people! 

Newman I. Lyle, Chairman 
Program Committee 





Ladies Auxiliary Program 
American Beekeeping Federation 
Sherman Hotel, Chicago, Ul. 
January 26, 6:30 P.M. 


Hostess—-Mrs. Wm. Wallanches. 

Invocation—Mrs. Sherman Cook. 

Welcome Address—Mrs. Carl Kil- 
lion. 

Response—Mrs. Carl Soder. 

“Honey, the Oldest and _ Best 
Sweet” Mrs. Harriet M. Grace, 
American Honey Institute. 

Report Auxiliary Meetings and 
Past Presidents Mrs. Newman 
Lyle. 

Treasurer’s Report—Mrs. Robert 
Walstrom. 


Group Singing——-Door Prizes. 

We hope all attending can give 
some report on the use of honey or 
on honey exhibits. 

Cookies and coffee will be served 
after the program. Cookies will be 
furnished by the ladies of the Cook- 
DuPage County Beekeepers Associ- 
ation. Plans are being made for a 
tour of interesting sights in Chicago, 
also to attend a Television Program. 

See you in Chicago, Jan. 26, 1955. 

Mrs. Henry Schaefer, 
Auxiliary President 





Annual Meeting 
American Bee Breeders Assoc. 
Hattiesburg, Miss., Jan. 8 

Speakers who have accepted invi- 
tations to speak at the ABBA meet- 
ing at the Forrest Hotel in Hatties- 
burg on January 8 are as follows: 

N. C. Jensen, Macon, Mississippi; 
M. S. Fortune, Mayhew, Mississippi; 
E. C. Bessonet, Donaldsonville, Lou- 
isiana; and G. H. Cale, Jr., Hamilton, 
Illinois. 

Confirmation of other speakers 
and complete details of the program 
will appear in the January issue. 

L. H. Little, Program Chairman 


American Bee Journal 








The Market Place .. . 








BEES AND QUEENS 


THREE-BANDED Bees and Queens of two 





extra good races, Dadant's Starline and 
our regular strain, and are bred in sepa- 
rate yards. Write for prices on packagé 
and queens. Alamance Bee Company, Gra- 
ham, N. C 
FOR ‘SALE 
FOR RENT OR SALE—%83 acres, tobacco 


dairy, bees. Edward Zajicek, Gays Mills 
y 


supers with nine 
i-frame metal cov 
I 


200 ten-frame full depth 

frames, $1.50 each. Ter 
ers with inner cover, $1.00 each sottom 
boards 50c each Equipment in B od con- 
dition. In central Minn. Box X, c/o Ameri- 
can Bee Journal 


FOR SALE—50 colonies or Ik of bees 


o “diss ase Illm R alph Tienstra, 
Oak Glen, Lansing, Ill 





QUEEN REARING 


and package bee equip- 

ment. Box 388, Picayune, Miss 
FOR SALE—Our entire bee business con 
sisting of about 650 colonies bees, two- 


story, full depth equipment, in good con- 
dition Equipment to handle 700 colonies 
for extracting. Can buy all locations, the 
best in the state Will sell with or with- 
out extracting plant. Good combs 45-f1 
extractor, boiler, uncapping machine, et« 
All must go. Our bait business has in- 


creased to where we 


must sell the bee 
Fred Gould & Sons 


Angola, Ind., Rt. No 


MODIFIED DADANT 


equipment, new and 
used, 


bargain prices. No disease. Hives 
frames, foundation, supers, ete iM 
cartons pound jars cheap. John McColl, 
Tecumseh, Mich 


BEES FOR SALE 

two-story strong colonies for May and 
June delivery Reasonable terms. Eugene 
Walker, Rt. No. 2, Bx. 207, Live Oak, Calif 


Standard 8 or 10 frame 


FOR SALE—65 10-fr. hives bees with 4 ex 


tracting supers. E. A. Quivey, Bowen 
Til. 

FOR SALE 1000 S-frame upers with 
frames. Very good conditior Sterilized 
E. H. Wadleigh, Monte Vista, Colo 


HONEY and BEESWAX WANTED 


HONEY 


WANTED—All grades and vari- 

eties Highest cash prices paid Mail 

samples. State quantity. HAMILTON & 

COMPANY, 2613 South Yates Ave., Los 
Angeles 22, Calif. 

WANTED — Dark honey, small or large 

quantities. R. L. Griggs, Hancock, Iowa. 


HONEY AND BEESWAX WANTED in 
trade for supplies or cash. Hodgson 


Bee Supplies Ltd., 
Westminster, B.C., 


565—13th 
Canada. 


Ave., New 


WANTED — Extracted _honey, 


white or 
light amber, in 60's 


State price in first 


letter. Ed. Heldt, 1004 W. Washington St., 

Bloomington, Illinois. 

WANTED—Honey, amber or light, in any 
amount. Send sample for prices. Hol- 

land Honey Cake Co., Holland, Mich 

HONEY WANTED Highest prices paid 
Submit samples in each grads Schultz 

Honey Farms, Ripon, Wis 


CASH PAID for white and amber extract- 

ed honey. Send samples and_ state 

mb available. Prairie View Honey 
3 Twelfth St., Detroit 6, Mich. 


WANTED—Extra white and light amber 

honey. Let us ship you the containers. 

Sell us your honey for CASH on delivery. 

The Hubbard Apiaries, Manufacturers of 

Bee 27 and Comb Foundation, 
chigan. 


Onsted, 
December, 1954 
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certificate of inspection from au- = 
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HONEY WANTED for cash. All grad 
Good used car for ale trade f 
honey. John Tideswell, 2 North 63 St 
Omaha, Nebr 
WE ARE PAYING top prices on |} wax 
shipped to one of our plar Sioux 
Honey Association. Lima, O} Rog 
Texas Anaheir Califorr i 7 i 
Washington, and § ix Cit I 
WRITE FOR SHIPPING TAGS : cur 
rent quotations on rendered swax 
Any amount from one pound up bought 
If you have 25 pounds or mor say > 25% 
by letting us work it into foundation for 
you. Walter T. Kelley Co Rertaeoen Ken- 
tucky. 
WANTED White and amber xtracted 
honey, carload r i Write ting 
best price Honeyn n Prod. C 9 E 


Henry St., River Rouge, Mi 


HONEY FOR SALE 


PROFESSOR LUERSSEN’'S wl 

honey in new 6 trip filt 
teurized, priced right ! 
ment and bes wanted 1301 | 
ton, Bloomington, Ill 


LIGHT CLOVER honey, ¢ 
more, $9.90 eacl Harri I 


Jackson, Tenr 


WHITE CLOVER 


HONEY in sixties 
Ralph Gamber, 


910 State, Lancaster, Pa 


POSITIONS AND HELP WANTED 


HELP W — for 196 G x} 

ence age it t and referer D 
apply if you ~~ K H i Wea Na 
vasota, Texa 


EXPERIENCED QUEEN BREEDE 
R ackage producer t manag 
ing busine n Soutl Ar 





h andwriting tating wag xX} t 1 ( 
of Breeder, thi magazir All 
fidential 
BEEKEEPER 5) from Net 

> emigrat to U.S Ca 

splac f ‘ n but is contact f b 
oe lodging Married or ! G i 
reference Ha farmed, now vorking ir 
bank Writs Frar I V A i 
Paulownalaan 9, 5 k, } 

SUPPLIES 

THE BIGGEST BEE SUPPLY CATA- 

LOGUE PUBLISHED (64 pages) free 
for the asking sig factory man ufacturing 
a complete line of wooden goods, comb 
foundation, metal g Ge. veils and gloves 
carloads in stock, daily shipments, save 
20%. WALTER x KELLEY COo., CLARK- 


SON, KENTUCK 


TN 


HONEY LABELS 


improved des 
balance 


gms, embodying color, 
claiptatty, OL ea 
Please send for free samples & prices. 


Cc. W. AEPPLER COMPANY 


Oconomowoc, Wisconsin 





VRITE FOR ATAL( E Quality bee 
ipplies at factory price Prompt ship- 
nt. Satisfaction guaranteed. The Hut 

I i Apia Manufact rs of Beekeep- 

Sup} Or Michigan 


BEI UPPLIES—Tin packages, 10 sizes 
g ar paper shipping supplies, win. 
lov I and other items toscoe F 
Wix Du N. ¥ 
WANTED 
It \ ED I M ina t 
x ! Would h 
p har dea 
} Box Gr bull, W 
SEEDS AND TREE 
HONEY PLANTS our specialty. Catalogue 
n request Pellett Gardens, Atlantic 
Iowa 
MISCELLANEOUS 
St I I | NEY 1 tior t 
Pr Gi 
I Dept K 


RANCH MAGAZINE—Do 
cult t secure inf 


you find it diffi- 
rmation about sheep 


and sheep ranching methods? The 
SHEEP AN D GOAT RAISER reaches 
more sheepmen with more information of 


range sheep than any paceaine published 
H 


Subscription $1.00 el Cactus, San An- 
gelo, Texas 
TESTED FORMULA for new kind light 
pu I hor \ ike it ich 
lifferent n t i 4 and far 1 
r} impr i 
! ale appeal 
Ex ila and all i 
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INDIAN BEE JOU! 
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\ Ramegartt Dist 
ULI Ir btainable from 
S I 5.1 ol 5 
c § Rs.1 
3 /¢ nal mor t 
P y tam} 
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Caucasian Bees and 
Queens for 1955 


Book early to be assured of 


your shipping dates. 


HOWARD WEAVER 


Navasota, Texas 
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CROPS AND MARKETS 





Early cool weather throughout 
northern areas tended to hasten the 
maturity of all fall plants. While 
many localities were blessed with 
at least sufficient fall flow to war- 
rant the bees going into winter in 
satisfactory condition as far as 
stores were concerned, bees in other 
locations have had to be fed liber- 
ally. In some sections beekeepers 
decided it was better to kill the bees 
in the fall and start again in the 
spring rather than to try to build 
them up to strength with sufficient 
stores for the winter. 


The fall crop has not been of any 
great significance, particularly on 
account of the dry weather in those 
south central areas south of the 
Ohio River where and other 
fall bloom usually present a con- 
siderable part of the crop. 


aster 


Moisture 


While copious rains fell in late 
September and early _ October 
throughout northern areas and even 
in the Southwest, there still remain 
many dry areas, particularly in the 
Southeast and south central section 
of the country. 


In the northern and western areas, 
rains do seem to have been suf- 
ficient to revive the legume plants 
and to lay the groundwork for per- 
haps more satisfactory conditions in 
1955 than those met with in 1954. 


As a general 
think that are discour- 
aged. They are at least an optimistic 
group and apparently the optimism 
is better in this fall of 1954 than it 
was a year ago. This is probably due 
to fairly good crops in some areas 
and, of course, the fact that what 
honey has been harvested has been 
moving satisfactorily. 


thing, we do not 
beekeepers 


Bees are going into winter in 
rather satisfactory condition with 
the question of stores paramount in 
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M. G. DADANT 


some areas and guarded against by 
beekeepers in most instances either 
by feeding or by anticipating new 
packages in the spring. 


Honey Sales and Supplies 


In years past the big deterrent on 
satisfactory honey prices 
the heavy California crops which 
were thrown on the market ahead 
of the harvesting of crops farther 
east and many times with a delete- 
rious effect on the market and on 
prices. At least this year nothing of 
the kind can be noted. This is large- 
ly due to the fact that although 
California had a much better crop 
than a year ago, the Government 
subsidy program apparently engaged 
all of the available California honey; 
in fact we hear reports that it is 
going to be difficult to fill the con- 
tracts entered into for export of 
California honey to European coun- 
tries. This being the case this much 
honey has been removed from active 
competition. Similar conditions have 
been the rule with the Florida crop 
and, of course, many carloads 
in the northern and intermountain 
areas, so that a total of some 29 to 
30 million pounds was contracted for 
under this program. 


has been 


also 


In addition, Canadian harvests be- 
ing small, particularly in Ontario, 
the honey packaging groups in that 
area have seen fit to come across 
the border into the United States 
for additional supplies. Most of this 
has been picked up in the plain 
states of Nebraska, Kansas, Wyo- 
ming, and Montana, perhaps some 
two million pounds or more being 
concerned. 


While the writer of this page sug- 
gested, two months ago, a price of 





Honey Wanted—S #4 $5.02" 
C. W. Aeppler Co., 


Oconomowoc, Wis. 











121,.c for 
whether 


honey, he is doubtful 
any alert producer would 
sell at that price at this time. In 
fact, California authorities are sug- 
gesting a price of 1312c to 14!.c and 
likely this would be the prevailing 
figure, shipping point, in the 
intermountain area. 


f.o.b. 


Supply 


The greatest difficulty is that it 
is going to be hard to find a suf- 
ficient supply of honey to keep the 
markets active which, of 
a bad thing for honey for the year 
or years to come. Little does it help 
honey conditions if an active Honey 
Week and fall campaign of promo- 
tion is put on and then the markets 
find themselves partially bare of 
honey. It is hoped that this will not 
be the case; but it certainly does not 
look like there would be enough 
honey left in the country to take 
care of the usual demand, plus such 
additional demand as has been built 
up by promotional work of the 
American Honey Institute, the Fed- 
eration, as well as the many active 
individual producers, smaller pack- 
ers and state organizations such as 
Idaho, and Cali- 


course, is 


those in Colorado, 
fornia. 


All in all, except for the unfortu- 
nately dry conditions throughout the 
South and Southeast, the possibility 
of drought in northern areas where 
earlier copious rains were scattered, 
and the shortages of stores in many 
together with a shortage of 
fall crop, bees are going into winter 
in fairly satisfactory condition and 
the prospects for honey plants for 
the coming season, we believe, are 
above average. 


areas 


American Bee Journal 





for the one who enjoys beekeeping 


Standard Works - - - New Titles 


THE HIVE AND THE HONEY BEE—Roy A. 
Grout $4.00 


With fifteen other authors. Standard for the beekeeping 
world. 650 pages. 


QUEEN REARING—Laidlaw & Eckert 2.50 
For all uses, beginner or professional. 160 pages 


AMERICAN HONEY PLANTS—Pellett 6.00 


An encyclopedia of flowers. 460 pages. 


HONEY IN THE COMB—Killion 3.00 


Authority on comb-honey production. 130 pages 
FIRST LESSONS IN BEEKEEPING — Dadant. 

127 pages _.. me pele 1.00 = 
WORLD OF THE HONEY BEE—Butler. 225 pages 50 
BEES TO THE HEATHER—Whitehead. 100 pages 3.00 
BEHAVIOR AND SOCIAL LIFE OF HONEYBEES—Ribbands 1.50 
THE DANCING BEES, 1954—K. Von Frisch 3.50 
FLORA APICOLA de la AMERICA TROPICAL—Ordetx 6.00 
FIRST BOOK OF BEES—tTibbetts. 70 pages. Fine 1.75 
HONEY BEE—Adrian. 40 pages. Children 2.00 
LIFE OF LANGSTROTH—Naile. 175 pages 2.50 
HONEY & HEALTH—Beck & Smedley. 250 pages 3.50 
DICTIONARY OF BEEKEEPING TERMS—Crane. 80 pages 2.00 
HISTORY OF AMERICAN BEEKEEPING—Pellett. 200 pages 2.50 
BETTY THE BEE—Paisley. Children 0 
BEEKEEPING IN BRITAIN—Manley. 450 pages 3.00 
POLLEN LOADS OF THE HONEYBEE—Hodges 3.00 
WORLD LIST OF BEE RESEARCH WORKERS 75 
BETTER QUEENS—Jay Smith 1.00 
HONEY FARMING—Manley 3.00 
ABC AND XYZ IN BEE CULTURE—Root 1.25 
QUEEN REARING—Snelgrove 1.00 
SWARMING AND CONTROL—Snelgrove 2.50 
BEEKEEPING IN ANTIQUITY — Fraser 2.50 
A LIVING FROM BEES—Pellett 2.50 
BEE HUNTING—Lockhart 





To keep those ABJ’s for reference—Your husband or friend will appre- 
ciate one of our attractive board files. They hold two years (24 issues), 
look nice on your bookshelves and are reasonably priced at only 75c 
each postpaid. 
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AN IDEAL GIFT 
FOR 
A 
FRIEND 


OR 
YOURSELF 
IS 


ABC and XYZ of Bee Culture 


An Encyclopedia of Beekeeping Information written and edited by H. H. 
Root, M. J. Deyell and the late E. R. Root. 
trated 1954 Edition can be yours for only $4.25 postpaid or $5.65 with a one- 
year subscription to Gleanings in Bee Culture. Spanish Edition is $5.25. 


X5 ABC and XYZ of Bee Culture $4.25 
X8 Starting Right With Bees 75 
X12 500 Answers to Bee Questions 50 
X19 Hive and the Honeybee (Grout) 4.00 
X31 City of the Bees (Stuart) . 4.00 
X32 The First Book on Bees 1.75 
X33 Betty the Bee (Tom Paisley) 50 
X34 Beeswax (Huber H. Root) 3.80 
X35 Bees (Karl von Frisch) 3.00 


X20 


X27 
X30 


X36 
X37 


X38 
X39 


The 720 pages of the well illus- 


Beekeeping. E. F. Phillips $4.50 
(New 1955 Edition) 

Honeybees and Their Management 3.50 

Honey and Your Health (Beck- 

Smedley) 3.50 


Honey in the Comb (Killion) 3.00 


The Behavior and Social Life of the 
Honeybee (C. B. Ribbands) 4.50 


Queen Rearing (Eckert & Laidlaw) 2.50 
American Honey Plants (Pellett) 6.00 


THE AL ROOT CO. 


Factories at Medina, Ohio — Council Bluffs, Iowa — San Antonio, Texas 


Distributors in Principal Cities 


DEALERS EVERYWHERI 





